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High anxiety: Proposed U.S. hemp rules worry industry 


By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Hemp growers 
and entrepreneurs who were joyous a 
year ago after U.S. lawmakers reclas¬ 
sified the plant as a legal agricultural 
crop now are worried their businesses 
could be crippled if federal policy¬ 
makers move ahead with draft regu¬ 
lations. Licenses for hemp cultivation 
topped a half-million acres (200,000 
hectares) last year, more than 450% 
above 2018 levels, so there's intense in¬ 
terest in the rules the U.S. government 
is creating. Critical comments on the 
draft have poured in from hemp farm¬ 
ers, processors, retailers and state gov¬ 
ernments. Growers are concerned 
the government wants to use a heavy 
hand that could result in many crops 
failing required tests and being de¬ 
stroyed. The U.S. Department of Agri¬ 
culture, the agency writing the rules, 
estimates 20% of hemp lots would fail 
under the proposed regulations. 

Continued on Page 2 



In this April 23, 2018, file photo, Trevor Eubanks, plant manager for Big Top Farms, shovels dried hemp as branches hang 
drying in barn rafters overhead at their production facility near Sisters, Ore. 

Associated Press 
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High anxiety: Proposed U.S. hemp rules worry industry 


Continued from Front 

"Their business is to sup¬ 
port farmers — and not 
punish farmers — and the 
rules as they're written right 
now punish farmers," said 
Dove Oldham, who last 
year grew an acre (0.40 
hectares) of hemp on her 
family farm in Grants Pass. 
"There's just a lot of confu¬ 
sion, and people are just 
looking for leadership." 

The USDA did not respond 
to the criticism but has 
taken the unusual step of 
extending the public com¬ 
ment period by a month, 
until Jan. 29. The agency 
told The Associated Press 
it will analyze information 
from this year's growing 
season before releasing 
its final rules, which would 
take effect in 2021. 


Agricultural officials in 
states that run pilot hemp 
cultivation programs under 
an earlier federal provision 
are weighing in with formal 
letters to the USDA. 

"There are 46 states where 
hemp is legal, and I'm go¬ 
ing to say that every single 
state has raised concerns 
to us about something 
within the rule. They might 
be coming from different 
perspectives, but every 
state has raised concerns," 
said Aline DeLucia, director 
of public policy for the Na¬ 
tional Association of State 
Departments of Agricul¬ 
ture. 

Most of the anxiety involves 
how the federal govern¬ 
ment plans to test for THC, 
the high-inducing com¬ 
pound found in marijuana 
and hemp, both cannabis 
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This Dec. 17, 2019, photo shows teabags made using hemp- 
derived CBD and other botanicals as they await final packaging 
at a warehouse in Portland, Ore. 

Associated Press 


plants. The federal gov¬ 
ernment and most states 
consider plants with tiny 
amounts — 0.3% or less — to 
be hemp. Anything above 
that is marijuana and illegal 
under federal law. 

Yet another cannabis com¬ 
pound has fueled the ex¬ 
plosion in hemp cultivation. 
Cannabidiol, or CBD, is 
marketed as a health and 
wellness aid and infused in 
everything from food and 
drinks to lotions, toothpaste 
and pet treats. 

Many have credited CBD 
with helping ease pain, in¬ 
crease sleep and reduce 
anxiety. But scientists cau¬ 
tion not enough is known 
about its health effects, 
and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration last year tar¬ 
geted nearly two dozen 
companies for making CBD 
health claims. 

Still, the CBD market is in¬ 
creasing at a triple-digit 
rate and could have $20 
billion in sales by 2024, ac¬ 
cording to a recent study 
by BDS Analytics, a market¬ 
ing analysis firm that tracks 
cannabis industry trends. 
About 80% of the 18,000 
farmers licensed for hemp 
cultivation are in the CBD 
market, said Eric Steenstra, 
president of the advocacy 


group Vote Hemp. The re¬ 
maining 20% grow hemp for 
its fiber, used in everything 
from fabric to construction 
materials, or its grain, which 
is added to health foods. 
But hemp is a notoriously 
fickle crop. Conditions 
such as sunlight, moisture 
and soil composition deter¬ 
mine its ratio of THC to CBD. 
Choosing the right harvest¬ 
ing window is critical to 
ensuring it stays within ac¬ 
ceptable THC levels. 

Under the draft USDA rules, 
farmers have no wiggle 
room. They must harvest 
within 15 days of testing 
their crop for THC, and the 
samples must be sent to 
a lab certified by the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Admin¬ 
istration. Samples must be 
from the top of the plant, 
where THC levels are high¬ 
est, and the final meas¬ 
urement must include not 
just THC, but also THCA, a 
nonpsychoactive compo¬ 
nent. 

Crops that test above 0.3% 
for the two combined must 
be destroyed. Growers with 
crops above 0.5% would 
be considered in "negli¬ 
gent violation," and those 
with repeated violations 
could be suspended from 
farming hemp. 


In addition, a pilot program 
for federal crop insurance 
that would be available 
to hemp growers in some 
states specifies that crops 
lost because of high THC 
levels won't be covered. 
Those provisions are caus¬ 
ing alarm among grow¬ 
ers and states with pilot 
hemp programs allowed 
under the 2014 Farm Bill. 
Some states allow THC lev¬ 
els above 0.3%, and not all 
include THCA in that calcu¬ 
lation. Many permit more 
harvesting time for growers 
after THC testing. 

Farmers are lobbying for a 
1% THC limit and a 30-day 
harvest window to give 
them more flexibility while 
remaining well under THC 
levels that can get people 
high. 

The draft regulations don't 
"seem to be informed by 
the reality of the crop," said 
Jesse Richardson, who with 
his brother sells CBD-infused 
teas and capsules under 
the brand The Brothers 
Apothecary. 

"If no one can produce 
(federally) compliant hemp 
flower, then there will be no 
CBD oil on the market." 
Growers are also worried 
about the proposed rule 
requiring that all THC test¬ 
ing be done in a DEA-cer- 
tified lab because there 
are so few of them. Some 
states have only one, which 
would serve hundreds of 
growers in a short harvest 
window. 

Samantha Ford, a third- 
generation farmer in North 
Carolina, waited two 
weeks to get back THC re¬ 
sults from a lab last fall and 
then spent 45 days harvest¬ 
ing her 1 acre (0.40 hec¬ 
tares) of hemp by hand. 
'The 15-day window — 
that's not feasible, and that 
was on a small scale," she 
said. "I can't imagine farm¬ 
ers who have acres and 
acres and acres of it.'Q 
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U.S. drops designation of China as currency manipulator 



In this April 25, 2018, file photo, attendees visit the Ford booth 
during Auto China 2018 show held in Beijing, China. 

Associated Press 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration is 
dropping its designation of 
China as a currency ma¬ 
nipulator in advance of 
the signing Wednesday of 
a Phase 1 U.S.-China trade 
agreement. 

The preliminary pact that 
the two sides are set to sign 
this week includes a sec¬ 
tion that's intended to pre¬ 
vent China from manipu¬ 
lating its currency to gain 
trade advantages. 

The action announced 
Monday comes five 
months after the Trump ad¬ 
ministration had branded 
China a currency manipu¬ 
lator — the first time that 
any country had been so 
named since 1994 during 
the Clinton administration. 
Even while removing Chi¬ 
na from its currency black 
list, the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment does name China as 
one of 10 countries it says 
require placement on a 
watch list that will mean 
their currency practices 
will be closely monitored. 
In addition to China, the 
countries on that list are 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Ja¬ 
pan, South Korea, Malay¬ 
sia, Singapore, Switzerland 
and Vietnam. 

Treasury Secretary Ste¬ 
ven Mnuchin said the ad¬ 
ministration had dropped 
China's designation as a 
currency manipulator be¬ 
cause of commitments in 
the Phase 1 trade agree¬ 
ment that President Don¬ 
ald Trump is to sign with 
China on Wednesday at 
the White House. 

"China has made enforce¬ 
able commitments to re¬ 
frain from competitive de¬ 
valuation, while promot¬ 
ing transparency and ac¬ 
countability," Mnuchin said 
in a statement accompa¬ 
nying the currency report. 
Some critics of China's 


trade practices criticized 
the administration's deci¬ 
sion Monday. 

"China is a currency ma¬ 
nipulator — that is a fact," 
said Sen. Chuck Schumer 
of New York, the Demo¬ 
cratic leader in the Sen¬ 
ate. "When it comes to the 
president's stance on Chi¬ 
na, Americans are getting 
a lot of show and very little 
results.’" 

The Treasury Department is 
required to report to Con¬ 
gress twice a year in April 
and October on whether 
any countries are manipu¬ 
lating their currencies to 
gain unfair trade advan¬ 
tages against U.S. busi¬ 
nesses and workers. When 
a country manipulates its 
currency to keep it arti¬ 
ficially low, its goods be¬ 
come comparatively less 
expensive overseas — and 
other countries' goods be¬ 
come relatively more ex¬ 
pensive. The new report is 
technically three months 
late, apparently because 
the Trump administration 
had delayed its release 
until it had achieved the 
currency Phase 1 commit¬ 
ments from China. 

The initial decision to brand 
China as a manipulator 
had come in a surprise an¬ 
nouncement in August, re¬ 
versing a Treasury finding in 
May that no country was 
manipulating its currency. 
The United States had not 
put any country on the ma¬ 
nipulation blacklist since 
the Clinton administration 
branded China a manipu¬ 
lator 26 years ago. Trump 
had long accused China 
of manipulating its cur¬ 
rency, even though most 
independent experts con¬ 
cluded that Beijing had 
stopped doing so years 
ago. 

The designation was large¬ 
ly symbolic. It obliged the 
United States to enter into 
negotiations to resolve 


the currency problem that 
could ultimately lead to 
the imposition of economic 
sanctions such as higher 
tariffs on Chinese goods 
— something the Trump 
administration was already 
doing in its tit-for-tat trade 


war with China. 

Trump is scheduled to sign 
the Phase 1 agreement on 
Wednesday after which 
administration officials said 
the text of the deal will be 
made public. 

In a fact sheet on the deal 


released Dec. 13, the ad¬ 
ministration said the agree¬ 
ment would address "'unfair 
currency practices by re¬ 
quiring high-standard com¬ 
mitments to refrain from 
competitive devaluations 
and targeting of exchange 
rates.'" 

The signing of the Phase 1 
agreement caps a rocky 
two-years of trade conflict 
between the two nations in 
which punitive tariffs were 
imposed on billions of dol¬ 
lars of products from each 
nation. The battle escalat¬ 
ed uncertainty and caused 
businesses to pull back on 
their investments, slowing 
global growth. It also roiled 
financial markets with fears 
that the trade war could 
become serious enough to 
push the U.S. economy into 
a recession. □ 
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Booker ends presidential bid after polling, money struggles 



In this Jan. 9, 2020 file photo. Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., speaks 
with attendees after a campaign event in Mount Vernon, Iowa. 

Associated Press 


By ALEXANDRA JAFFE 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — 

Democrat Cory Booker 
dropped out of the presi¬ 
dential race Monday, end¬ 
ing a campaign whose 
message of unity and love 
failed to resonate in a po¬ 
litical era marked by chaos 
and anxiety. 

His departure now leaves 
a field that was once the 
most diverse in history with 
just one remaining African 
American candidate, for¬ 
mer Massachusetts Gov. 
Deval Patrick, who is strug¬ 
gling to register in the polls 
amid a late entry into the 
race. 

Since launching his cam¬ 
paign last February, Book¬ 
er, a U.S. senator from New 
Jersey, struggled to raise 
the type of money required 
to support a White House 
bid. He was at the back of 
the pack in most surveys 
and failed to meet the poll¬ 
ing requirements needed 
to participate in Tuesday's 
debate. Booker also missed 
last month's debate and 
exits the race polling in 
low single digits in the early 
primary states and nation¬ 
wide. 

In an email to supporters, 
Booker said that he "got 
into this race to win" and 
that his failure to make the 
debates prevented him 
from raising raise the mon¬ 
ey required for victory. 

"Our campaign has 
reached the point where 
we need more money to 
scale up and continue 
building a campaign that 
can win -- money we don't 
have, and money that is 
harder to raise because I 
won't be on the next de¬ 
bate stage and because 
the urgent business of im¬ 
peachment will rightly be 
keeping me in Washing¬ 
ton," he said. 

For African Americans, 
Booker's exit is more mean¬ 


ingful than just being one 
less option to consider. 

"It means that we don't 
count," said Helen Moore, 
a member of the Detroit- 
based Keep the Vote-No 
Takeover grassroots organi¬ 
zation. "Now, we can't look 
forward to any black can¬ 
didate being considered 
from now until it's time to 
vote. They are completely 
out of the picture." 

Booker had warned that 
the looming impeachment 
trial of President Donald 
Trump would deal a "big, 
big blow" to his campaign 
by pulling him away from 
Iowa in the final weeks be¬ 
fore the Feb. 3 Iowa cau¬ 
cuses. He hinted at the 
challenges facing his cam¬ 
paign last week in an in¬ 
terview on The Associated 
Press’ "Ground Game" pod¬ 
cast. 

In his email to supporters, 
Booker pledged to do "ev¬ 
erything in my power to 
elect the eventual Demo¬ 
cratic nominee for presi¬ 
dent," though his cam¬ 
paign says he has no im¬ 
mediate plans to endorse 


a candidate in the primary. 
It's a humbling finish for 
someone who was once 
lauded by Oprah Winfrey 
as the "rock star mayor" 
who helped lead the re¬ 
newal of Newark, New 
Jersey. During his seven 
years in City Hall, Booker 
was known for his head¬ 
line-grabbing feats of local 
do-goodery, including run¬ 
ning into a burning build¬ 
ing to save a woman, and 
his early fluency with social 
media, which brought him 
1.4 million followers on Twit¬ 
ter when the platform was 
little used in politics. His rhe¬ 
torical skills and Ivy League 
background often brought 
comparisons to President 
Barack Obama, and he'd 
been discussed as a poten¬ 
tial presidential contender 
since his arrival in the Sen¬ 
ate in 2013. 

Now, Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren has mas¬ 
tered the art of the selfie on 
social media. Another for¬ 
mer mayor, Pete Buttigieg 
of South Bend, Indiana, is 
seen as the freshest face in 
the field. Former Vice Presi¬ 


dent Joe Biden has built a 
strong base of support with 
black voters. And Booker's 
message of hope and love 
seemed to fall flat dur¬ 
ing an era characterized 
perhaps most strongly by 
Democratic fury over the 
actions of the Trump ad¬ 
ministration. 

An early focus on building 
out a strong and seasoned 
campaign operation in 
Iowa and South Carolina 
may have hampered his 
campaign in the long run, 
as the resources he spent 
early on staff there left him 
working with a tight bud¬ 
get in the later stages of 
the primary, when many of 
his opponents were going 
on air with television ads. 
That meant that even later 
in the campaign, after he 
had collected some of the 
top endorsements in Iowa 
and visited South Carolina 
almost more than any oth¬ 
er candidate, a significant 
portion of the electorate in 
both states either said they 
were unfamiliar with his 
campaign or viewed him 
unfavorably. 


On the stump, Booker em¬ 
phasized his Midwestern 
connections — often ref¬ 
erencing the nearly 80 
family members he has 
still living in Iowa when he 
campaigned there — and 
delivered an exhortation to 
voters to use "radical love" 
to overcome what he con¬ 
sidered Trump's hate. But 
he rarely drew a contrast 
with his opponents on the 
trail, even when asked di¬ 
rectly, and even some of 
Booker's supporters wor¬ 
ried his message on Trump 
wasn't sharp enough to go 
up against a Republican 
president known for drag¬ 
ging his opponents into the 
mud. 

Booker struggled to land 
on a message that would 
resonate with voters. He's 
long been seen as a pro¬ 
gressive Democrat in the 
Senate, pushing for crimi¬ 
nal justice reform and mari¬ 
juana legalization. And on 
the campaign trail, he pro¬ 
posed establishing a $1,000 
savings account for every 
child born in the U.S. to 
help close the racial wealth 
gap. 

He was among the first 
candidates to release a 
gun control plan, and at 
the time it was the most 
ambitious in the field, as it 
included a gun licensing 
program that would have 
been seen as political sui¬ 
cide just a decade before. 
He also released an early 
criminal justice reform plan 
that focused heavily on ad¬ 
dressing sentencing dispari¬ 
ties for drug crimes. 

But he also sought to frame 
himself as an uplifting, uni¬ 
fying figure who empha¬ 
sized his bipartisan work 
record. That didn't land in 
a Democratic primary that 
has often rewarded candi¬ 
dates who promised voters 
they were tough-minded 
fighters who could take on 
Trump.Q 
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Vote on NJ bill to bar certain vaccine exemptions stalled 



People hold signs during a protest at the state house in Trenton, N.J., Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CATALINI 
Associated Press 
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — New 

Jersey lawmakers post¬ 
poned an expected vote 
on a bill to eliminate most 
religious exemptions for 
vaccines for schoolchil¬ 
dren saying they lacked 
the votes, and leading to 
raucous cheers from oppo¬ 
nents who had encircled 
the Statehouse with flags, 
bullhorns and banners. 
Democratic Senate Presi¬ 
dent Steve Sweeney and 
Majority Leader Loretta 
Weinberg said late Mon¬ 
day that there was a lot 
of "misinformation" getting 
around, leading to law¬ 
makers withholding sup¬ 
port for the measure that 
had already passed in the 
Assembly. 

For the third time in a 
month, the opponents 
homed in on the capitol 
complex and lobbed ar¬ 
gument after argument at 
state lawmakers, including 
that their religious freedom 
was being violated by the 
measure. When it became 
clear that the bill would not 
get a vote, they cheered 
and applauded so loudly 
that it could be heard in¬ 
side the Senate chamber. 
"They can stand outside 
and ring sirens and beat 
pots and believe what they 
want to believe but our re¬ 
sponsibility is to protect the 
larger residents of the state 
of New Jersey, and that's 
what we're going to do," 
Weinberg said. 

Monday was the final 
meeting of the Legislature's 
current session, with a new 
one beginning Tuesday. 
That means any bill would 
have to be reintroduced 
and wind its way through 
the process yet again. 
Sweeney promised to do 
that. He also said he would 
bring in medical doctors 
and other experts to re¬ 
spond to all the opponents' 
concerns. 

The legislation as initially 
written would have ended 
a religious exemption to 
vaccine requirements for 
children attending any 
school in the state, but law¬ 
makers amended the bill 
last week to allow exemp¬ 
tions for pupils at private 
schools and for siblings of 


children who had vaccine- 
related injuries. 

Despite the last-minute 
changes, opponents 

crowded the Statehouse, 
even arranging for por¬ 
table toilets to be brought 
in. They circled the build¬ 
ing, and their chanting was 
so loud that it made the 
proceedings in the Senate 
chamber difficult to hear. 
"My choice, my God," they 
chanted, along with signs 
that read: "I'm the parent. I 
call the shots" and "In God 
We Trust." 

The crowd also broke out 
into song and prayer, in¬ 
cluding 'The Star-Spangled 
Banner" and the Lord's 
Prayer. 

They argue that the mea¬ 
sure infringes on their rights 
as parents to decide what's 
best for their children. They 
also say they oppose the 
amended bill because it 
helps only wealthier fami¬ 
lies who can afford to send 
their kids to private schools. 
Lawmakers who support 
the bill say it is necessary 
to keep children safe amid 
recent outbreaks of some 
vaccine-preventable dis¬ 
eases. They have criticized 
"misinformation and hyste¬ 
ria swirling" around the bill. 

If the bill becomes law. 


New Jersey would join five 
other states, including Cali¬ 
fornia and New York, to do 
away with a religious ex¬ 
emption. 


Every state requires some 
vaccines for students, ac¬ 
cording to the National 
Conference of State Leg¬ 
islatures, but exemptions 


vary by state. Forty-five 
states and the District of 
Columbia allow for reli¬ 
gious exemptions to immu¬ 
nizations, according to the 
conference. 

According to New Jersey's 
Health Department, there 
are about 14,000 students 
who had a religious ex¬ 
emption in 2018-2019. That's 
2.6% of the total number of 
enrolled students. 

It's unclear whether Dem¬ 
ocratic Gov. Phil Murphy 
would support or reject the 
measure. His office did not 
return a message seeking 
comment. 

The bill gained traction last 
year amid a nationwide 
measles outbreak. The 
Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention said it 
was the greatest number 
of measles cases reported 
since 1992; New Jersey 
was among the hardest-hit 
states. Democrats will re¬ 
main in control in the new 
session in Trenton, though 
they lost two Assembly 
seats and a Senate post in 
November's election. Both 
chambers must pass the bill 
Monday to send it to Mur¬ 
phy's desk.Q 
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Oklahoma attorney general sues distributors of opioids 



In this May 29,2019, file photo, Oklahoma Attorney General Mike 
Hunter watches a video deposition in Norman, Okla., during the 
state's trial against drugmakers blamed for contributing to the 
opioid crisis. 

Associated Press 


By KEN MILLER 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Oklahoma Attorney Gener¬ 
al Mike Hunter on Monday 
brought a lawsuit against 
three distributors of opi¬ 
oids after winning a lawsuit 
against one drug manufac¬ 
turer and reaching pretrial 
settlements in other cases. 
Hunter filed the lawsuit 
in Cleveland County Dis¬ 
trict Court against Cardi¬ 
nal Health Inc., McKesson 
Corp. and AmerisourceBer¬ 
gen Corp. 

"Oklahoma is in crisis.... The 
source of this crisis is the 
flood of prescription opi¬ 
oids that has inundated 
Oklahoma for the past two 
decades," the lawsuit says. 
"It is a man-made crisis. It 
was brought into being by 
the pharmaceutical indus¬ 
try." 

The lawsuit said the de¬ 
fendants "distributed what 
can only be called a major 
oversupply of opioids into 
Oklahoma." 

Hunter's spokesman, Alex 
Gerszewski, said the com¬ 


panies distributed opioids 
primarily to hospitals and 
pharmacies and were ob¬ 
ligated to have a systems 
of checks and balances 
to alert them if there was 
a sharp, unexplained in¬ 
crease in opioid orders. 

"We will show that these 
companies repeatedly ig¬ 
nored red flags and in do¬ 
ing so played a major role 
in breaking the dam of nar¬ 


cotic conservatism when 
they flooded the country 
with opioids," Hunter said 
during a news conference 
announcing the suit. 
McKesson said in a state¬ 
ment Monday that "any 
suggestion that (the com¬ 
pany) drove demand for 
opioids in this country re¬ 
flects a fundamental misun¬ 
derstanding and mischar- 
acterization of our role as 


a distributor." Amerisource¬ 
Bergen said in a statement 
that "beyond our reporting 
and immediate halting of 
potentially suspicious or¬ 
ders, we refuse service to 
customers we deem as a 
diversion risk." 

Cardinal Health said in a 
statement that it is pre¬ 
pared to "vigorously" de¬ 
fend itself at trial, adding 
it's "confident that the facts 
presented will show we 
take our role and the re¬ 
sponsibility that comes with 
it seriously, work hard ev¬ 
ery day to get it right, and 
make changes when we 
find ways to improve." 

The suit comes after Hunt¬ 
er won a lawsuit in August 
against opioid manufac¬ 
turer Johnson & Johnson, 
which was ordered to pay 
$465 million. 

Both Hunter and Johnson 
& Johnson have appealed 
the ruling. 

Hunter's office says the 
award is only enough to 
pay for one year of the 
state's opioid abatement 
plan. Johnson & Johnson 


maintains the award should 
be reduced by $355 million 
to offset pretrial settlements 
reached with other drug- 
makers. The state reached 
settlements last year of 
$270 million with drugmak- 
er Purdue Pharma and $85 
million with Israeli-owned 
Teva Pharmaceuticals. 

An $8.75 million settlement 
was reached last week 
with Endo Pharmaceuticals 
Inc. and Par Pharmaceuti¬ 
cal, Inc., both subsidiaries 
of Dublin-based Endo Inter¬ 
national. 

The Oklahoma lawsuit 
comes after Michigan in 
December sued opioid dis¬ 
tributors Cardinal Health, 
McKesson Health, Ameri¬ 
sourceBergen, and Wal¬ 
green Co. 

Opioids, including heroin 
and prescription drugs, 
were a factor in a record 
48,000 deaths across the 
U.S. in 2017, according to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
Oklahoma recorded about 
400 opioid deaths that 
year.Q 


Judge refuses to second-guess 
family separations at border 



In this July 16,2019, file photo, people wait to apply for asylum 
in the United States along the border in Tijuana, Mexico. 

Associated Press 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — A U.S. 
judge ruled Monday that 
the Trump administration is 
operating within its author¬ 
ity when separating fami¬ 
lies stopped at the Mexico 
border, rejecting argu¬ 
ments that it was quietly 
returning to widespread 
practices that drew inter¬ 
national condemnation. 
The American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union argued that the 
administration was splitting 
families over dubious al¬ 
legations and minor trans¬ 


gressions including traffic 
offenses. 

It asked the judge in July 
to rule on whether the 
government was justified 
in separating 911 children 
during the first year after 
the judge halted the gen¬ 
eral practice in June 2018. 
U.S. District Judge Dana 
Sabraw indicated he was 
uncomfortable second- 
guessing government de¬ 
cisions to separate chil¬ 
dren on grounds that par¬ 
ents were considered unfit 
or dangerous, or in other 
limited circumstances 


like criminal history, com¬ 
municable diseases and 
doubts about parentage. 
He found no evidence 
that the government was 
abusing its discretion. 

"It is an invitation that is po¬ 
tentially massive in scope, 
invades an area that is 
particularly within the 
province of the executive 
branch to secure the na¬ 
tion's border, and goes be¬ 
yond this court's class cer¬ 
tification and preliminary 
injunction orders, which 
were focused on the ad¬ 
ministration's practice of 
separating families at the 
border for the purpose 
of deterring immigration, 
and failing to reunify those 
families," Sabraw wrote in 
a 26-page decision. 

In a partial victory for the 
ACLU, the judge said the 
government must settle 
any doubts about parent¬ 
age before separating 
families by using DNA tests 
that deliver results in about 


90 minutes. The ruling was 
a rare instance of the San 
Diego judge siding with 
the administration. In June 
2018, he halted the prac¬ 
tice of separating families 
under a "zero tolerance" 
policy to deter illegal im¬ 
migration and ordered 
that about 2,800 children 
be quickly reunited with 
family. Lack of adequate 
tracking systems at the 
time made reunification a 
monumental task. 

The judge later ordered 
the administration to 
identify more than 1,500 
additional children who 
were separated earlier in 
Trump’s presidency, start¬ 
ing in July 2017. The gov¬ 
ernment is providing in¬ 
formation to the ACLU, 
which, in some cases, has 
volunteers going door to 
door in Guatemala. 

The ACLU said it was con¬ 
sidering its next move. 

"The court strongly reaf¬ 
firmed that the Trump ad¬ 


ministration bears the bur¬ 
den if it attempts to sepa¬ 
rate families based on an 
accusation that the adult 
is not the child's parent," 
said ACLU attorney Lee 
Gelernt. "We are evaluat¬ 
ing the decision to deter¬ 
mine next steps on how to 
ensure that children are 
not separated from their 
parents based on minor in¬ 
fractions." 

The Justice Department 
didn't immediately re¬ 
spond to a request for 
comment. 

The judge noted that the 
administration acknowl¬ 
edged it erred by separat¬ 
ing a mother who needed 
emergency surgery and a 
father who was HlV-posi- 
tive. He rejected the AC- 
LU's contention that some 
accusations of gang af¬ 
filiation were unfounded, 
saying that the govern¬ 
ment relies on "objective 
evidence, not allegations 
or intuition." □ 









Authorities: Kosher 
store shooters planned 
attack for months 


By DAVID PORTER 
Associated Press 
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — The 

two people who fatally 
shot a police officer then 
killed three people at a 
kosher grocery in Jersey 
City planned an assault 
for some time and were 
equipped to cause greater 
destruction, authorities said 
Monday. 

State and federal law 
enforcement officials re¬ 
vealed details about the 
months leading up to the 
shootings by David Ander¬ 
son and Francine Graham, 
a couple who expressed 
hatred of Jews and law en¬ 
forcement in notes left at 
the grocery shooting scene 
and in online posts. 

"This was a senseless and 
cowardly act," U.S. Attor¬ 
ney Craig Carpenito said. 
Anderson, 47, and Gra¬ 
ham, 50, shot and killed Jer¬ 
sey City Detective Joseph 
Seals in a chance meet¬ 
ing in a cemetery Dec. 10, 
then drove to the market 
and killed Mindel Ferencz, 
31, who owned the store 
with her husband; Moshe 
Deutsch, 24, a rabbinical 
student from Brooklyn who 
was shopping there; and 
store employee Douglas 
Miguel Rodriguez. 
Rodriguez held the back 
door open for a wounded 


customer to escape before 
he was shot, authorities said 
Monday. 

Five weapons and hun¬ 
dreds of rounds of ammu¬ 
nition were found in the 
store afterward. Investiga¬ 
tors also found a bomb 
in the couple's van that 
could have sprayed shrap¬ 
nel fragments "five football 
fields long," Gregory Ehrie, 
special agent in charge of 
the FBI in Newark, said. The 
van also contained materi¬ 
als that could have made 
a second bomb, he said. 

It's not known for certain 
what prompted the con¬ 
frontation between Seals 
and the shooters. Officials 
speculated that Seals, a 
13-year veteran who was 
meeting someone about 
returning a car that had 
been impounded, may 
have stopped the U-Haul 
van Anderson and Graham 
were driving because it fit 
the description of a vehicle 
connected to the slaying 
of a livery car driver in Bay¬ 
onne a few days earlier. 

In doing so. Seals may have 
thrown off their plans and 
prevented more blood¬ 
shed, Carpenito said, but 
he did not provide more 
detail. 

Anderson and Graham 
bludgeoned and then shot 
the livery driver Michael 
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U.S. Attorney Craig Carpenito, center, speaks at a new conference to provide an update on the 
Dec. 10 Jersey City shootings at the FBI headquarters in Newark, N.J., Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Rumberger, 34, officials 
said, though it wasn't clear 
if he had been targeted. 
The pair also had done 
online research on a Jew¬ 
ish center in nearby Bay¬ 
onne in the days before 
the attack in Jersey City, 
Carpenito said. 

Barricaded in the kosher 
store, Anderson and Gra¬ 
ham were killed after a 
lengthy gun battle with the 
police that sent the sound 
of gunfire booming for 
hours through the neigh¬ 
borhood in New Jersey's 
second-largest city, across 
the street from a school. 

A gun recovered at the ko¬ 
sher grocery that was used 
by Anderson and Graham 
to kill Rumberger also was 
used to shoot out the win¬ 
dows of a car driven by a 


Hasidic man on a highway 
near Jersey City, the investi¬ 
gation revealed. That man 
was not injured. 

That shooting wasn't report¬ 
ed until investigators be¬ 
gan probing the the mar¬ 
ket shootings. 

"Up until the attack, there 
wasn't anything that would 
have put either of them 
on anybody's radar," Ehrie 
said. 

But surveillance video 
showed Anderson and 
Graham had driven past 
the market in their rented 
U-Haul van twice in the 
week leading up to the 
shootings, Carpenito said. 
At the scene, a note found 
on Anderson contained a 
reference to a 1990s docu¬ 
mentary, "The FBI's War on 
Black America," which ex¬ 


plored the FBI's targeting of 
individuals involved in the 
civil rights movement in the 
1960s, Carpenito said. He 
added that a timestamp 
written on the note corre¬ 
sponded to a segment in 
the documentary where 
an interviewee advocates 
killing "fascist pig cops." 
Investigators found among 
Anderson's social media 
posts a reference to Jews 
as "imposters who inhab¬ 
ited synagogues of Satan." 
Anderson received about 
$560 per month as a mili¬ 
tary veteran and may have 
sold property and a van 
to make money, officials 
said, but investigators have 
found no evidence he re¬ 
ceived outside assistance 
to purchase weapons or 
bomb-making materials.^ 


Florida lawmakers debate if college athletes can be paid 



Rep. Kionne McGhee, D- Miami, listens Monday, Jan. 13, 2020, 
during a combined meeting of House Commerce, Education 
and Judiciary Committees to discuss equal treatment of student 
athletes at the Knott Building in Tallahassee, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 

Florida lawmakers began 
considering on Monday 
whether they would allow 
college athletes to profit 
from their fame, a move 
that comes as the NCAA 
looks into possibly removing 
its longstanding prohibition 
against it. Florida would 
follow the lead of Califor¬ 
nia, which last year ignored 
pleas by the NCAA to keep 
the prohibitions in place. 
The NCAA had argued 
that allowing the practice 
"would erase the critical dis¬ 
tinction between college 
and professional athletics" 
and would give California 
schools an unfair recruiting 


advantage. 

College sports general e 


billions of dollars in revenue, 
including $1 billion annually 


for the NCAA . But none of 
that money is allowed to 
go to college athletes. 
Similar efforts are underway 
in Georgia, Maryland, New 
York, South Carolina and 
Washington, among others. 
Members of Congress may 
also be taking up the effort. 
Under pressure, the NCAA 
last fall announced that it 
would take action to lift the 
money-making ban for the 
450,000 athletes under its 
purview. But it did not com¬ 
mit to a specific timeline for 
doing so. As a result, Florida 
and other states are press¬ 
ing ahead, just in case the 
NCAA later balks. 

But there's also the mat¬ 
ter of staying competitive. 


particularly with California 
colleges that might now 
have an advantage in 
recruiting marquee play¬ 
ers to their programs. That 
would be a big concern in 
sports-rabid states such as 
Florida, which has some of 
the country's highest-profile 
sports programs. 

NCAA rules have long pre¬ 
vented players from hiring 
agents. The California law 
prevents athletes from los¬ 
ing scholarships or being 
thrown off teams because 
of endorsement deals. The 
law won't go into effect un¬ 
til 2023, which was meant 
to give the NCAA time to 
take its own steps to ad¬ 
dress the issue. □ 
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Video: Iran police shoot at those protesting plane shootdown 


By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Online videos 
appeared to show Iranian 
security forces firing live 
ammunition and tear gas 
to disperse protests as pop¬ 
ular anger swelled Monday 
over the accidental shoot- 
down of a Ukrainian jetliner 
and Iran's failed attempt to 
conceal its role in the trag¬ 
edy. 

The unrest comes amid 
soaring tensions between 
Washington and Tehran 
that have raised fears of 
a war between the two 
countries after a U.S. air- 
strike killed Iranian Gen. 
Qassem Soleimani. Iran 
responded with a ballistic 
missile attack on two bases 
housing U.S. troops in Iraq, 
without hurting anyone. 
It accidentally shot down 
the plane hours later as it 
braced for a U.S. counter¬ 
attack that never came. 
Videos sent to the New 
York-based Center for Hu¬ 
man Rights in Iran and later 
verified by The Associat¬ 
ed Press show a crowd of 
demonstrators near Azadi, 
or Freedom, Square flee¬ 
ing as a tear gas canister 
lands among them. People 
cough and sputter while 
trying to escape the fumes, 
with one woman calling out 
in Farsi: "They fired tear gas 
at people! Azadi Square! 
Death to the dictator!" 
Another video shows a 
woman being carried 
away in the aftermath 
as a trail of blood can be 
seen on the ground. Those 
around her cry out that she 
has been shot in the leg. 
"Oh my God, she's bleed¬ 
ing nonstop!" one person 
shouts. Another shouts: 
"Bandage it!" 

Photos and video after 
the incident show pools of 
blood on the sidewalk. 
Tehran's police chief, Gen. 
Hossein Rahimi, later de¬ 
nied his officers opened 
fire. 

"Police treated people 
who had gathered with 
patience and tolerance," 
Iranian media quoted Ra¬ 
himi as saying. "Police did 
not shoot in the gatherings 
since broad-mindedness 
and restraint has been the 
agenda of the police forc¬ 


es of the capital." However, 
the semi-official Fars news 
agency reported that po¬ 
lice had "shot tear gas in 
some areas." 

Fars, which is close to the 
Revolutionary Guard, car¬ 
ried videos showing dem¬ 


onstrators chanting: "We 
are children of war. Fight 
with us, we will fight back." 
Another Fars video showed 
demonstrators in Tehran on 
Sunday night tearing down 
a poster of Soleimani, who 
had led the Guard's elite 
Quds Force. 

The uniformed police were 
just one of several security 
forces deployed in large 
numbers after Iran belat¬ 
edly admitted to shooting 
down the Ukrainian jetliner. 
Riot police in black uniforms 
and helmets gathered ear¬ 
lier Sunday in Vali-e Asr 
Square, at Tehran University 
and other landmarks. Rev¬ 
olutionary Guard members 
patrolled the city on motor¬ 
bikes, and plainclothes se¬ 
curity men were also out in 
force. Riot police and other 
security forces could be 
seen on the streets of Teh¬ 
ran on Monday as well. 

The Guard has been ac¬ 
cused of opening fire on 


demonstrators during pre¬ 
vious waves of protests, in¬ 
cluding after an increase in 
gasoline prices in Novem¬ 
ber, when more than 300 
people were reportedly 
killed in a crackdown. 
Ebrahim Raisi, the head 


of Iran's judiciary, issued a 
warning to protesters, say¬ 
ing "the agents of Ameri¬ 
ca and agents of foreign 
countries" want to use an¬ 
ger over the plane disas¬ 
ter to "compromise" Iran's 
security. Iran often blames 
anti-government protests 
on foreign conspiracies. 

The crash of the Ukraine In¬ 
ternational Airlines jet early 
Wednesday killed all 176 
people on board, mostly 
Iranians and Iranian-Cana- 
dians. For three days, Ira¬ 
nian officials ruled out any 
strike on the plane, suggest¬ 
ing the crash of Flight 752 
was caused by a technical 
failure. Only on Saturday 
did authorities acknowl¬ 
edge shooting it down, as 
evidence mounted and 
after Western leaders ac¬ 
cused Iran of culpability. 
Iranians have expressed 
anger over the down¬ 
ing of the plane and the 
misleading explanations 


from senior officials about 
it. They are also mourning 
the dead, which included 
many young people who 
were studying abroad. 

The first protest erupted in 
Tehran at what was initially 
billed as a candlelight vigil. 


Associated Press 

"They are lying that our en¬ 
emy is America! Our en¬ 
emy is right here!" students 
shouted. 

Iranian authorities briefly 
arrested the British ambas¬ 
sador, who said he went to 
the vigil to pay his respects 
and left as soon as the 
chanting began. 

Iran's Foreign Ministry sum¬ 
moned the British ambas¬ 
sador on Sunday to protest 
what it said was his pres¬ 
ence at an illegal event. 
Britain summoned Iran's 
ambassador on Monday 
"to convey our strong ob¬ 
jections" over the weekend 
arrest. 

Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son's spokesman, James 
Slack, said the detention of 
Ambassador Rob Macaire 
was "an unacceptable 
breach of the Vienna Con¬ 
vention." 

"We are seeking full as¬ 
surances from the Iranian 
government that it will nev¬ 


er happen again," he said. 
Ali Rabiei, a government 
spokesman, insisted Iran's 
civilian officials only learned 
Friday that the Guard shot 
down the plane. 

"The point is that we did not 
lie," Rabiei said. He went 
on to blame the U.S. for 
"spreading the shadow of 
war over Iran." 

Javad Kashi, a professor of 
politics at Tehran Allameh 
University, wrote online that 
people should be allowed 
to express their anger in 
public protests. 

"Buckled under the pressure 
of humiliation and being ig¬ 
nored, people poured into 
the streets with so much 
anger," he wrote. "Let them 
cry as much as they want." 
There's also been grief and 
anger from Iran's creative 
community. 

Some artists, including 
famed director Masoud 
Kimiai, withdrew from an 
upcoming international film 
festival. Two state TV hosts 
resigned in protest over the 
false reporting about what 
happened to Flight 752. 
Taraneh Alidoosti, one of 
Iran's most famous actress¬ 
es, posted a picture of a 
black square on Instagram 
with the caption: "We are 
not citizens. We are hostag¬ 
es. Millions of hostages." 
Saeed Maroof, the captain 
of Iran's national volleyball 
team, also wrote on Ins¬ 
tagram: "I wish I could be 
hopeful that this was the 
last scene of the show of 
deceit and lack of wisdom 
of these incompetents but I 
still know it is not." 

He said that despite the 
qualification of Iran's na¬ 
tional team for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics after years 
of effort, "there is no energy 
left in our sad and desper¬ 
ate souls to celebrate." 
Another video making the 
rounds showed the nation¬ 
al symbol of Iran, four cres¬ 
cents and a sword, in the 
shape of a water lily flying 
through what appeared 
to be a 1980s-style video 
game like "Galaga." Music 
chimes when it touches oil 
as it fires on symbols repre¬ 
senting people, knowledge 
and ultimately an airplane. 
"To be continued," the cap¬ 
tion at the end of the clip 
reads.□ 



In this photograph taken Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, a protester confronts an Iranian police officer 
while demonstrators gather in front of Amir Kabir University in Tehran, Iran, to remember victims of 
a Ukrainian airplane shot down by an Iranian missile. 
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U.S. troops clear rubble from 
Iraq base days after Iran strike 


By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
and ALI ABDUL-HASSAN 
Associated Press 
AIN AL-ASAD BASE, Iraq 
(AP) — U.S. troops cleared 
rubble and debris from a 
military base housing Amer¬ 
ican soldiers in western Iraq 
on Monday, days after it 
was struck by a barrage of 
Iranian ballistic missiles in a 
major escalation between 
the two longtime foes. 

The Iranian attack was in 
retaliation for the U.S. drone 
strike near Baghdad airport 
that killed a top Iranian 
commander, Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani, prompting angry 
calls to avenge his slaying. 
An Associated Press crew 
touring the Ain al-Asad 
base Monday saw large 
craters in the ground and 
damaged military trailers as 
well as forklifts lifting rubble 
and loading it onto trucks 
from a large area the size 


of a football stadium. U.S. 
soldiers inspected portable 
housing units destroyed 
and burned by the missile 
attack. 

The air base in Iraq's west¬ 
ern Anbar province is a 
sprawling complex about 
180 kilometers (110 miles) 
west of Baghdad shared 
with the Iraqi military and 
housing about 1,500 mem¬ 
bers of the U.S. military and 
the U.S.-led coalition fight¬ 
ing the Islamic State mili¬ 
tant group. 

It was struck by Iranian 
missiles on Wednesday in 
Iran's most direct assault 
on America since the 1979 
seizing of the U.S. Embassy 
in Tehran. 

The proxy attack raised 
fears of a wider war in the 
Middle East although both 
sides have since then in¬ 
dicated that neither side 
would seek further retali¬ 


ation, at least in the short 
term. The U.S. said no Amer¬ 
ican soldiers were killed or 
wounded in the Iranian at¬ 
tack. 

"There were more than 10 
large missiles fired and the 
impact hit several areas 
along the airfield," said Col. 
Myles Caggins, a spokes¬ 
man for the U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion fighting Islamic State 
militants in Iraq and Syria. 
He added that the explo¬ 
sions created large craters, 
knocked over concrete 
barriers and destroyed fa¬ 
cilities that house dozens of 
soldiers. 

One of the missiles hit near 
an airstrip where six drones 
were parked, causing no 
damage. 

Although no soldiers were 
killed, he said several were 
treated for concussions 
from the blast and are be¬ 
ing assessed by profession¬ 



A bulldozer clears rubble and debris at Ain al-Asad air base in 
Anbar, Iraq, Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


als. Caggins added that 
troops received notification 
the missiles were on their 
way thanks to early warn¬ 
ing systems, and troops 
were moved out of harm's 
way. He described soldiers 
who lived through the at¬ 
tack as "warriors." 

The Ain al-Asad air base 
was first used by American 
forces after the 2003 U.S.- 
led invasion that toppled 


dictator Saddam Hussein, 
and later saw American 
troops stationed there 
amid the fight against the 
Islamic State group in Iraq 
and Syria. 

President Donald Trump vis¬ 
ited the sprawling air base 
in December 2018, making 
his first presidential visit to 
troops in the region. 

Vice President Mike Pence 
has also visited the base. a 


Al-Shabab extremists kill 3 teachers in Kenya, abduct 1 





A member of Kenya's security forces walks past a damaged 
police post after an attack by al-Shabab extremists in the 
settlement of Kamuthe in Garissa county, Kenya Monday, 
Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By TOMODULA 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Al- 

Shabab extremists killed 
three people in an assault 
early Monday in eastern 
Kenya, its fifth attack in 
thirteen days, police said. 
The militants from neigh¬ 
boring Somalia attacked 
Kamuthe town in Garissa 
county at 2 a.m., setting 
fire to a police post and 
destroying a telecommu¬ 
nication mast, police said 
in a report seen by The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

Three non-Muslim teachers 
were killed and a Muslim 
one was abducted, the re¬ 
port said. Another teacher 
was wounded. The at¬ 


tackers spared the life of 
a female nurse due to her 
gender, it added. 
Al-Shabab is claiming re¬ 
sponsibility for the attack in 
a terse statement within its 
"latest news" posted Mon¬ 
day on its official website, 
Shahada. 

Al-Shabab has vowed ret¬ 
ribution on Kenya for send¬ 
ing troops to Somalia since 
2011 to fight the militants. 
The group has carried out 
numerous attacks on Ke¬ 
nya, killing hundreds. 

Earlier this month, the al- 
Qaida-linked group at¬ 
tacked a military base 
used by Kenyan and U.S. 
forces, killing three Ameri¬ 
cans and destroying air¬ 


craft and other machin¬ 
ery. 

Since December, al- 
Shabab has increased the 
frequency of its attacks 
in five Kenyan counties 
that border Somalia and 
that the government has 
named as hotspots for ex¬ 
tremism. They are Lamu, 
Garissa, Wajir, Tana River 
and Mandera counties. 
Kenya's security forces 
have been caught inad¬ 
equately prepared for the 
recent attacks in these 
counties, said security an¬ 
alyst and former U.S. Ma¬ 
rine Andrew Franklin, who 
is a longtime resident in 
Kenya. 

The extremist group, which 


is based in Somalia, has 
waged an increasingly 
effective eight-year vio¬ 
lent campaign and the 


Kenyan government has 
failed to treat this threat 
with the seriousness it de¬ 
serves, said FranklinO 
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Podemos (United We Can) leader Pablo Iglesias, centre, flanked by new Health Minister Salvador 
Ilia, left and Podemos member Alberto Garzon, minister of consumption pose with their ministerial 
briefcases in Madrid, Spain, Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 



Protesters hold banners outside Westminster Magistrates 
Court in London, where Julian Assange is due to appear, 
Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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Despite differences, Spain gets 
its new coalition government 


WikiLeaks' Assange 
in UK court fighting 
extradition to USA 


By C. GILES and A. PARRA 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Spain’s 
first coalition government 
in the four decades since 
the return of democracy 
took shape Monday as 22 
Cabinet ministers took their 
oaths of office. 

Questions though re¬ 
mained as to whether the 
government of two left- 
wing parties can see out 
its four-year term as it is a 
minority administration and 
confronts an array of vex¬ 
ing issues that could well 
lead to tensions in the co¬ 
alition. 

Beyond handling separat¬ 
ist tensions in the economi¬ 
cally powerful northeastern 
region of Catalonia and re¬ 
charging what is the fourth 
largest economy in the 
eurozone. Socialist Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez has 
a tricky task in maintaining 
the support of his coalition 
partner, Pablo Iglesias, the 
leader of the anti-austerity 
United We Can party. 
"Either they cooperate or 
they will open the door to 
a right-wing coalition sup¬ 
ported by the far-right," said 
Ana Sofia Cardenal, a po¬ 
litical science lecturer with 
Catalonia's UOC university. 
"A failure of the coalition 
would dent the credibil¬ 
ity of United We Can and 
damage the reputation of 
the Socialists." 


Catalonia is, by far, the big¬ 
gest immediate problem — 
and one that will demand 
unity within the govern¬ 
ment. 

Sanchez secured his gov¬ 
ernment last week by two 
votes, the slimmest major¬ 
ity of any Spanish prime 
minister in recent decades. 
He did it thanks to the ab¬ 
stention of 13 members of 
the pro-Catalan indepen¬ 
dence ERC party on the 
promise that he would sit 
and talk with them about 
how to resolve Spain's most 
serious internal issue since 
the return to democracy in 
1978. 

The ERC, which has several 
leading members jailed for 
an illegal independence 
push in 2017, insists on self- 
determination for Catalo¬ 
nia, something the Spanish 
Constitution and Sanchez 
rules out. 

What the Socialists can 
legally offer to keep the 
ERC from voting against 
the government is still un¬ 
known. 

On the economic front, 
Spain is still among Eu¬ 
rope's healthy economies, 
with growth of around 2% 
in 2019. The government's 
chief problem is getting a 
budget through that will 
satisfy the European Union, 
investors as well as fulfilling 
the social promises it has 
been made, from raising 


pensions to increasing civil 
servants' wages and the 
basic minimum wage. 
Sanchez will be mindful that 
his first attempt at govern¬ 
ment last year collapsed 
when the ERC voted down 
his 2019 spending plan. 
Sanchez and his chief aides 
will also have a challenge 
in maintaining the relation¬ 
ship with United We Can, 
an upstart party that has 
got many of its votes from 
the 140-year-old socialists. 
When the two parties failed 
in their first attempt to form 
a coalition, Sanchez said 
that neither he nor 95% of 
Spaniards would be able to 
sleep at night having Igle¬ 
sias and his inexperienced 
colleagues in charge of im¬ 
portant ministries. 

But five months later, San¬ 
chez took many by surprise 
when days after the Nov. 
10 general election he em¬ 
braced Iglesias on signing 
a coalition deal. 

Both parties lost seats in 
the last election and pos¬ 
sibly sensed that a further 
slide could see a right-wing 
government take power in 
Madrid. 

A major sticking point could 
be Iglesias' support for a 
referendum in Catalonia. 
Curtailing abusive house 
rents and accommodating 
more migrants are two oth¬ 
er demands the Socialists 
may find hard to meet. □ 


By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange 
made a brief court appearance Monday in his bid to 
prevent extradition to the United States to face serious 
espionage charges. 

He and his lawyers complained they weren't be¬ 
ing given enough time to meet to plan their battle 
against U.S. prosecutors seeking to put him on trial for 
WikiLeaks' publication of hundreds of thousands of 
confidential documents. 

The 48-year-old was brought to court from Belmarsh 
Prison on the outskirts of London. He saluted the public 
gallery, which was packed with ardent supporters in¬ 
cluding the musician MIA, when he entered the court¬ 
room. He later raised his right fist in defiance when he 
was taken to holding cells to meet with lawyer Gareth 
Peirce. 

Peirce said officials at Belmarsh Prison are making it 
extremely difficult for her to meet with Assange. 

"We have pushed Belmarsh in every way — it is a 
breach of a defendant's rights," she said. 

Assange refrained from making political statements. 
He confirmed his name and date of birth, and at one 
point said he didn't understand all of the proceedings 
against him during the brief hearing at Westminster 
Magistrates' Court. 

He faces 18 charges in the U.S., including conspiring 
to hack into a Pentagon computer. He has denied 
wrongdoing, claiming he was acting as a journalist 
entitled to First Amendment protection. 

Many advocacy groups have supported Assange's 
claim that the charges would have a chilling effect 
on freedom of the press. 

A five-day extradition hearing is scheduled for late 
February. Assange's legal team has tried to delay the 
hearing so there is more time to prepare, but these 
requests have been denied. 

Assange has already served a 50-week prison sen¬ 
tence in Britain for jumping bail. A rape investigation 
launched against him in Sweden has been dropped, 
so he would likely be freed from prison if extradition is 
denied. □ 
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Lava gushes from volcano near Manila; tens of thousands flee 



A family rides their motorcycle through clouds of ash as they evacuate to safer grounds as Taal 
volcano in Tagaytay, Cavite province, southern Philippines on Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By JOEAL CALUPITAN and 
JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
TAGAYTAY, Philippines (AP) 

— Red-hot lava spewed 
from a volcano near the 
Philippine capital of Ma¬ 
nila on Monday as tens of 
thousands of people fled 
through heavy ash and 
frightening tremors, and 
authorities made plans 
to evacuate hundreds of 
thousands more for fear of 
a bigger eruption. 

Clouds of ash from the Taal 
volcano reached Manila, 
65 kilometers (40 miles) to 
the north, on Sunday, forc¬ 
ing the shutdown of the 
country's main airport, with 
more than 500 flights can¬ 
celed. The airport partially 
reopened Monday after 
the ashfall eased. 

There were no immedi¬ 
ate reports of any deaths 
or major damage directly 
blamed on the eruption. A 
truck, however, skidded out 
of control on an ash-blan- 
keted road, killing the driver 
and injuring three compan¬ 
ions in Laguna province in 
an accident police said 
may have been linked to 
slippery conditions. 

The government's disaster- 
response agency and oth¬ 
er officials reported more 
than 30,000 villagers fled 
their homes in the hard-hit 
province of Batangas and 
nearby Cavite province. 
Officials expected the 
number to swell. 

Some residents could not 
immediately flee their ash- 


blanketed villages be¬ 
cause of a lack of trans¬ 
portation and poor visibil¬ 
ity. Others refused to leave 
their homes and farms. 

"We have a problem — our 
people are panicking due 
to the volcano because 
they want to save their 
livelihood, their pigs and 
herds of cows," Mayor Wil¬ 
son Maralit of the town of 
Balete told DZMM radio. 
"We're trying to stop them 
from returning and warning 
that the volcano can ex¬ 
plode again any time and 
hit them." 

Maralit, whose town lies 
along the shoreline of Taal 
Lake, which surrounds the 
erupting volcano, ap¬ 


pealed for troops and 
more police to stop people 
from sneaking back to their 
villages. 

After a cleanup and a shift 
of ash-laden winds away 
from Manila, officials par¬ 
tially reopened the main 
airport and allowed planes 
to take off. President Ro¬ 
drigo Duterte's aircraft was 
able to land in Manila on 
Monday from his home¬ 
town of Davao, his spokes¬ 
man said, adding he saw 
the extent of the disaster 
from the plane. 

Taal suddenly rumbled 
back to life on Sunday, 
blasting steam, ash and 
pebbles up to 10 to 15 ki¬ 
lometers (6 to 9 miles) into 


the sky, according to the 
Philippine Institute of Vol¬ 
canology and Seismology. 
On Monday, the ash and 
steam column reached 
a height of 2 kilometers 
(about a mile), with lava 
fountains spurting less than 
half of that height before 
falling into the lake waters 
surrounding the main cra¬ 
ter. Lava also spurted from 
another vent north of the 
main crater, said Renato 
Solidum, who heads the in¬ 
stitute. 

Frequent tremors and a 
buildup of pressure of the 
1,020-foot (311-meter) vol¬ 
cano, one of the world's 
smallest, however, indi¬ 
cated a major and much 


more dangerous eruption 
could still happen, he said. 
The government volcano¬ 
monitoring agency raised 
the danger level around 
Taal three notches on Sun¬ 
day to Level 4, indicating a 
hazardous eruption within 
hours to days was pos¬ 
sible. Level 5, the highest, 
means such an eruption is 
underway. Irene de Claro, 
a mother of four, worried 
about her father, who 
stayed behind in their vil¬ 
lage in Agoncillo while the 
rest of the family fled. 

"My father is missing. We 
don't know, too, what hap¬ 
pened to our house be¬ 
cause the ash was up to our 
knees, it was very dark and 
the ground was constantly 
shaking when we left," de 
Castro said at a school in 
the town of Lemery. "Most 
likely there's nothing for us 
to return to. We're back to 
zero." 

The small island where the 
volcano lies has long been 
designated a "permanent 
danger zone," though fish¬ 
ing villages have existed 
there for years. Those resi¬ 
dents were all evacuated, 
volcanology officials said, 
adding that there should 
be a total evacuation, too, 
of endangered communi¬ 
ties within a 14-kilometer 
(8.7-mile) radius of Taal, 
Government work was 
suspended and schools 
closed in a wide swath of 
towns and cities, includ¬ 
ing Manila, because of the 
health risks from the ash. □ 


Germany's Siemens to fulfill 
Australia coal mine contract 


BERLIN (AP) — Germany's 
Siemens has decided to 
stand by a contract linked 
to a coal mine in Australia 
that climate activists had 
called for it to drop. 

The German industrial con¬ 
glomerate's CEO, Joe Kae- 
ser, had promised to review 
Siemens' involvement in the 
project in light of climate 
activists' opposition. But in 
a statement late Sunday, 
Kaeser said that "there is 
practically no legally and 
economically responsible 
way to unwind the con¬ 
tract without neglecting fi¬ 


duciary duties." 

Siemens on Dec. 10 signed 
the contract to supply sig¬ 
naling systems for a rail link 
between the Carmichael 
coal mine and a port. The 
vast mine is owned by In¬ 
dian company Adani, and 
the contract is worth about 
18 million euros ($20 million) 
to Siemens. 

Kaeser wrote that there 
were competitors — "thus, 
whether or not Siemens 
provides the signaling, the 
project will still go ahead." 
But he added after a man¬ 
aging board meeting that, 


"given the importance of 
legitimate environmental 
concerns, we have se¬ 
cured the right to pull out of 
the contract if our custom¬ 
er violates the very stringent 
environmental obligations." 
The group Fridays for Fu¬ 
ture, which has held weekly 
protests demanding action 
against climate change 
for over a year, wanted 
Siemens to quit the mine 
project because emis¬ 
sions from coal-fired power 
plants contribute to global 
warming. Kaeser met the 
group's representatives on 



Joe Kaeser, CEO of Siemens, addresses the media during a 
statement in Berlin, Germany, Friday. Jan. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Friday. "disastrous" and said the 

Leading Fridays for Future group planned new dem- 
activist Luisa Neubauer onstrations in front of Sie- 
called Kaeser's decision mens offices Monday.Q 
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Monument to honor U.S.-Mexican dual citizens slain in Mexico 
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Mexico's President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador speaks during his visit to the small town of La 
Mora, Sonora state, Mexico, Sunday Jan. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTIAN TORRES and 
PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
LA MORA, Mexico (AP) — 

President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador said Sun¬ 
day that a monument will 
be put up to memorialize 
nine U.S.-Mexican dual citi¬ 
zens ambushed and slain 
last year by suspected drug 
gang assassins along a re¬ 
mote road in the northern 
border region near New 
Mexico. 

In remarks to members of 
the small town of La Mora, 
which was shattered by the 
Nov. 4 killings of three wom¬ 
en and six children from 
the extended Langford, 
LeBaron and Miller families, 
Lopez Obrador said the first 
goal is to bring those re¬ 
sponsible to justice. 
Speaking after meeting 
with victims' relatives, the 
president said an agree¬ 
ment had been reached 
with municipal and Sonora 
state officials to establish 
a monument of some sort 
"here where these lamen¬ 
table and painful events 
took place," and also for 
special recognition of 
those who risked their lives 
to rush to the aid of victims 
and survivors. 

"So that we exalt this, the 
true solidarity: He who is 
willing to give his life for an¬ 
other," Lopez Obrador said. 
He promised to meet with 
family members in two 
months to give them an¬ 
other in-person update on 


the investigation and to re¬ 
turn in four to six months to 
present a plan on regional 
development including 
road improvements. 

The mostly bilingual Amer- 
ican-Mexicans have lived 
in northern Mexico for de¬ 
cades and consider them¬ 
selves Mormons, though 
they are not affiliated with 
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. 

The community's origins in 
Mexico date to the offi¬ 
cial end of polygamy over 
a century ago by the LDS 
church, which prompted 
many families that con¬ 
tinued the practice to es¬ 


tablish colonies elsewhere. 
Many of those in northern 
Mexico have by now, over 
the generations, aban¬ 
doned polygamy as well. 

La Mora is a hamlet of 
about 300 people in So¬ 
nora state while Colonia 
LeBaron is a larger town of 
over 2,000 on the other side 
of the mountains in Chihua¬ 
hua: the two are linked by 
a bone-jarring and treach¬ 
erous dirt road where the 
attack occurred as the 
women and children were 
traveling to visit relatives. 
The areas lie in the territory 
of rival drug gangs with the 
Sinaloa cartel of convicted 


kingpin Joaquin "El Chapo" 
Guzman holding sway in 
Sonora and the Juarez car¬ 
tel dominant in Chihuahua. 
The killings sowed grief 
and fear in the tightly knit 
communities, and dozens 
fled La Mora for the United 
States in the subsequent 
days out of concerns for 
their safety. What was once 
a tranquil and even idyl¬ 
lic life in a fertile river val¬ 
ley surrounded by moun¬ 
tains and desert scrub had 
grown increasingly tenuous 
as criminal gangs exerted 
their influence and fought 
each other, some said. 
"Broken hearts, defeated. 


and through the fault of 
crime. I personally do not 
understand how so many 
people continue to die in 
such a beautiful country, 
such good people and 
with such richness," com¬ 
munity member Margaret 
Langford said at Sunday's 
ceremony. "I was born in 
Chihuahua but I have been 
living for 20 years here in La 
Mora, a place that was so 
tranquil and neighbors we 
treasure so much." 

"I love this country and it 
pains me to my soul to think 
of not being able to live 
here," Langford said. "This 
massacre has left us lost 
and destroyed. I ask God 
that it not be what defines 
our community.." 

Mexico has been posting 
homicide totals in recent 
years at all-time highs since 
comparable records be¬ 
gan to be kept in the 1990s. 
Lopez Obrador repeated 
Sunday that his security 
strategy aims to address 
root causes of violence 
such as poverty, inequal¬ 
ity and lack of opportunity, 
particularly for young peo¬ 
ple, rather than the military 
offensive launched in 2006 
by then-President Felipe 
Calderon and continued 
under Lopez Obrador's pre¬ 
decessor, Enrique Pena Ni¬ 
eto. 

"Deprive the fish of water," 
the president said "so there 
are no longer young peo¬ 
ple who want to be cartel 
killers." □ 



A cargo ship finishes its transit through the Panama Canal on 
the Pacific side, seen from Panama City, Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Panama Canal announces freshwater 
surcharge amid scant rains 


By JUAN ZAMORANO 
PANAMA CITY (AP) — The 

Panama Canal will be¬ 
gin collecting a freshwa¬ 
ter surcharge from ships 
transiting the interoceanic 


waterway, authorities an¬ 
nounced Monday, as part 
of actions to address a 
scarcity of rainfall after the 
surrounding watershed re¬ 
corded its fifth driest year of 


the last seven decades in 
2019. Canal administrator 
Ricaurte Vasquez said the 
new measure aims to pro¬ 
tect the supply of freshwa¬ 
ter for shipping activity and 
human consumption. 

"It is not an easy decision," 
Vasquez said. He added 
that it will "guarantee the 
availability of water and 
the reliability of the (canal) 
route." 

The new fee will take ef¬ 
fect Feb. 15 and has no 
expiration date. It applies 
to all vessels over 125 feet 
in length and consists of 
a fixed charge of $10,000 


per passage plus another 
variable charge that will 
depend on water levels at 
Lake Gatun at the time of 
the crossing. 

"The level of the surcharge 
drops when the level of 
the lake is at full capacity," 
Vasquez said. 

The Canal Authority pre¬ 
sented its annual report last 
week highlighting that 2019 
was one of the watershed's 
lowest rain years in many 
decades, about 20% below 
the historic average. 

The watershed, a system 
of rivers and brooks that 
feed lakes, is key to canal 


operations and also sup¬ 
plies freshwater to Panama 
City, home to about half 
the country's population of 
4 million. 

Vasquez has warned that 
climate change is a threat 
to the canal’s operations. 
Authorities have not yet 
determined whether draft¬ 
ing restrictions on vessels, 
which were implemented 
in 2019 due to low levels at 
Lake Gatun, will be neces¬ 
sary this year. 

The surcharge could lead 
to a reduction in traffic 
through the 105-year-old 
waterway. □ 
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Urban Chic in Tropical Beach Decor: 


Coral Shell Condominiums is made with Family Love 



ORANJESTAD —The Caribbean is a paradisiacal place where anyone would like to own 
their own condo to enjoy family, retirement, sun, sand and sea, and leisure. Making the 
perfect choice for that perfect place in the jungle of offerings can be a hassle. Well, in 
case you are looking for the best in all senses. Coral Shell is a must-see. We will tell you 
why. 

The best comes from the heart and in the case of Coral Shell Condominiums it is the 
owners who built this place as their own home. Actually it is their own home as they will 
live in one of the exclusive condominiums themselves. Marisabel and Albert are a warm, 
genuine, hard-working and driven-by-perfectionism and passion kind of couple. They 
do not only care for the luxury private residence they are building but take the environ¬ 
ment into consideration in their concept as they are the park-keepers of the adjacent 
Boy Ecury Park. Aruba Today was shown around by the owner who while explaining all 
the beauty that surrounds us mentions he is a medical specialist in origin. That explains 
his accuracy with every tiny detail and his decision for only the best quality products. 
There are 16 apartments in the range from one, two, three, four and five bedrooms. 

The building 

The building is unique with 2 centimeter thick marble floors, exterior fagade in Domini¬ 
can Coral Stone, walls with concrete blocks - not dry wall, double glass windows with 
UV protection and sound control, a double system of air conditioning, sound control 
and waterproof mat under marble floor to isolate noise, fire and gas detectors in all 
apartments, laundry rooms and each kitchen has an InSinkErator. 



The impeccable architecture is inspiring; appearing to have an art-museum vibe. Cor¬ 
rect, says Albert, the architect is inspired by Spanish artist Gaudi among others. The walls 
seem to flow in a natural way and fit perfectly into the sun-lit place and surrounding 
colors of nature. The kitchens are all 100% Italian brand and even installed by Italians 
who call this place “Palazzo”. “They said to have installed kitchens all over the world but 
never saw a condominium residence where all is matched so perfectly,” the owners 
say. “I can say with pride that this is the most exclusive condominium in the Caribbean.” 

The location 

You have a priceless view offering 180 degrees that gives you a turquoise ocean, big 
blue sky, lush green gardens and the Linear Park urban walkway. Open air, sea, sand, 
city and more sea ... all in one. Stroll in Boy Ecury Park, play with the children in Linear 
Park, take a dive in the ocean just in front of you and walk to one of the many restau¬ 
rants that are close-by. Coral Shell has all the options in one. Most of the time you have 
to make a choice between a seaside location, urban environment or inland greens but 
here you have it all. Did we mention you have your private parking under the roof? Also 
there is round-the clock security guard and video surveillance. How about the Infinity 
pool with hydro jets and the outdoor terrace with bar, sun deck, fitness center and mul¬ 
tipurpose court? Now we did. You must see it for yourself to experience the magic of 
Coral Shell, the owners will be honored to guide you around! Q 



Please contact to visit: 

Phone: +297 587 9170 or +297 594 6745 or +58 4123277132 
Email: Marisabeldaboin@hotmail.com or Deluxereales- 
tatenv@gmail.com 

L.G. Smith Boulevard w/ Beatrixstraat 20 
Oranjestad 

www.coralshellaruba.com 


























Ornamental trees 
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ORANJESTAD — There are numerous ornamental trees that play such a 
fundamental role in garden landscapes, providing beauty in the form of 
often spectacular flowers and also a wide range of shapes and textures. 


Over the past three or four centuries such trees have spread from their 
original habitats throughout the tropics, so that today's gardener has an 
extensive variety of choices from places you may never have seen. 

The famous Flamboyant, or Flame Tree (Delonix regia), for example, 
comes from Madagascar. In English knowns as Flame tree, Gold mohar, 
Julu tree, Peacock flower and Royal Poinciana. 

The flamboyant tree has been described as one of the loveliest and most 
colorful trees in the world. With a blaze of yellow to crimson red blossoms 
and delicate fern-like leaves, the magnificent flowers graces Aruba from 
April until September and all around the earth in tropical climates. 

Adapted to local conditions this large tree, which naturally assumes a 
spreading umbrella shape, originated in Madagascar and is now found 
in many Aruban gardens. It can grow as tall as 18 meters and has smooth 
greyish-colored bark and attractive feathery, fern-like leaves, which drop 
annually during the dry season. At the same time as the new leaves ap¬ 
pear, the tree is covered with masses of five petal led flowers that are 
usually bright red-orange but may also appear in pale apricot. Blooming 
is followed by long, flattened, leathery dark brown or black seed pods. 
It’s host for lac-insect. It's a good tree to control soil erosion in the semi- 
arid and arid areas. 

Flamboyant requires full sun and adequate space to take its character¬ 
istic form. 

Flamboyant trees are very hardy and pest-resistant and grow well in a 
wide variety of well-drained soils from acid to alkaline and from loamy 
to gravely and, if managed well, even in the dark clay-like soil in parts of 
Aruba. The trees are tolerant to draught and may be grown close to the 
sea, but not right on the beach. Flamboyant trees are not able to survive 
in zones that go below 45 degrees Fahrenheit. In windy areas, trees are 
susceptible to branch breakage. 




Continued on Page 15 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E Baskin-Rohbins 
fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
T0F Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Glass 
Curated Lab i Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard 1 The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 



Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 

Use your Players' Club card to play our slots from 
1 Oam to 4am and we'll DOUBLE your points! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CQ5moalhombra.com 


Ptay- Rasirikitsibly. Vrkilwirw.g<imilmarHnyTn«is.ar|iryfitiar know hu a gambling problem. 



Ornamental trees 


Continued from Page 14 

It is easy to plant a flamboy¬ 
ant tree. Start with a closed 
pod, open the pod and re¬ 
move the seeds. The seeds 
have a high germination 
rate for several years. The 
seeds grow faster when 
they are either nicked with 
a knife or rubbed for about 
fifteen seconds with sand¬ 
paper then soaked over¬ 
night. Alternatively you may 
place the seeds in a pot of 
water, bring it to the boiling 
point, remove the pan from 
the heat source, and leave 
the seeds in the water until 
it is cooled. Once the wa¬ 
ter is drained the seeds are 
ready to plant; plant them 
in a location that receives 
full sun. Plant three or four 
seeds per tree and thin to 
the strongest one once 
they have sprouted. Trees 
may also be grown from 
branch cuttings of the tree. 
It is advised not to plant 
flamboyant trees close to 
sidewalks as the shallow 
roots may protrude through 
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the sidewalk and present a 
tripping hazard. 

In addition to providing 
delightful dappled shade 
all year and a profusion 
of flowers for almost half 
of the year, the bark and 
flowers of the tree are rich 
in phytochemicals and fla- 
vonoids and contain anti¬ 
microbial, antioxidant and 
anti-inflammatory proper¬ 
ties and have been used 
for hepatic protection and 
as a treatment for diarrhea. 
The dried pods on the tree 
produce a nice crackling 
sound in the wind and are 


easily gathered on the 
ground to be used as a fuel 
for fire. 

The extract of Delonix regia 
is known to have medicinal 
properties. The plant is used 
in several countries to pre¬ 
pare extracts with antimi¬ 
crobial and antifungal ac¬ 
tivities. Delonix regia Rafin, 
with an impressive range of 
medicinal and biological 
properties, has been used 
in the folk medicine systems 
of several civilizations like 
for the treatment of con¬ 
stipation, inflammation, ar¬ 
thritis, hemiplegia, leucor- 
rhoea and rheumatism. 

To get to know more about 
Aruba’s and its origins, its 
animals and culture, we 
highly recommend you to 
book your visit for our re¬ 
nowned cultural encoun¬ 
ter session which has been 
entertaining curious par¬ 
ticipants for decades. Mail 
us at etnianativa03@gmail. 
com to confirm your par¬ 
ticipation. Our facilities and 
activities take place close 
to high rise hotelsO 
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‘Masha Danki’ for choosing Aruba 



PALM BEACH — Recently, 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
representative, Marouska 
Heyliger, had the great 
pleasure in honoring many 
loyal Aruba visitors with 
their distinctive certificates. 

These certificates are a 
way to say ‘Masha Danki’ 
for continuously choosing 


Aruba as a favorite vaca¬ 
tion destination. The titles 
are as following: 10+ years 
‘Distinguished Visitor’, 20+ 
years ‘Goodwill Ambassa¬ 
dor' and 35+ years ‘Emer¬ 
ald Ambassador'. 

The honorees were Gene 
and JoAnn Taylor from 
Pennsylvania honored as 
Goodwill Ambassadors. 
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Daniel and Pamela Bender 

from New York honored as 
Emerald Ambassadors. 

The honorees stated that 
they love coming to the is¬ 
land for its friendly people, 
beautiful weather and the 


feeling of home away from 
home. 

Heyliger together with Luigi 
Heredia, General Manager 
of the Costa Linda Beach 
Resort, presented the hon¬ 


orees with the honorary 
certificate and handed 
over some presents as a 
token of appreciation for 
choosing Aruba as their fa¬ 
vorite vacation destination 
for so many yearsO 


Ling & Sons Food Market offers freshest lunch 



ORANJESTAD — Ling & Sons Food Market has 
undergone a tremendous metamorphose with 
a fresh, great-looking interior style, hot new 
food items and a pick-your-own fresh lunch 
corner. 


Whether you are into a fresh, crisp salad or 
a hot meal: this is the perfect place to pick 
your own lunch. Create your combination of 
among others greens, quinoa, pasta salad, 
potato salad, crab salad, red cabbage, eggs, 
sweet corn, several cheeses and a selection 
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LINGGSONS 


FOOD MARKET 


of tasteful dressings. On the other side of the 
salad bar you will find a wide array of olives, 
filled peppers and pickles while another bar 
tempts you into fresh-prepared hot food items 
like chicken, stews, fish, pasta, rice, veggies 
and much more. Check out their Facebook 
page for the daily menu and go get your great 
value lunch. Ling & Sons is known for its quality 
products from all over the world. It is groceries 
like home. Note that every Tuesday the Food 
Market offers 20 % off fruits and veggies and 
each Thursday the same discount applies to all 
meats. It’s a Red Thursday indeedlQ 


Like Us on Facebook! 

ORANJESTAD - Did you know.Aruba To¬ 

day has a Facebook page and website. We 
would love to welcome you to our online 
community! 

The cover picture of the Aruba Today Face- 
book page will show a picture of a local pho¬ 
tographer every couple of months. We just 
love culture and would like to support our lo¬ 
cal talents, therefore Aruba Today chooses 
to be a platform for showcasing art. The cur¬ 
rent cover picture is the work of the talented 
Jeroen Lucas from Aruba Paradise Photos. 
Before him we had the honor to showcase 
pictures of photographers Michael-Anthony, 
Anuar Habibe, Armando Goedgedrag and 
Jonathan Petit. 

Jeroen Lucas is a Dutch photographer. 



based in Aruba. Out of love for photography 
together with love for the island Aruba, Aruba 
Paradise Photos was born in 2015. “Taking my 
camera and drone with me as I explore ev¬ 
ery inch of the island. With free time at hand 
and lots of energy I want to shoot beautiful 
images of our Island for you to enjoy.” Going 
to spots that you have never seen before, or 
even think “Is that in Aruba?!” Lucas is trying 
to give you that something extra. Looking at 
his pictures Aruba Today can only say: yes, 
this is something extra indeedQ 


Aruba To Me Is 

We would also like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture while 
enjoying our Happy Island. Complete the sen¬ 
tence: Aruba to me is.Send your picture with 

that text (including your name and where you 
are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will 
publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special 
way to keep your best moments alive? Please do 
note: By submitting photos, text or any other ma¬ 
terials, you give permission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensation. 

Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every dayO 
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Hinch, GM 
fired for 
Astros sign 
stealing 
after MLB 
bans pair 

By R. BLUM and K. RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writers 
HOUSTON (AP) — The Hous¬ 
ton Astros' sign-stealing 
scandal cost manager AJ 
Hinch and general man¬ 
ager Jeff Luhnow their jobs, 
and Boston Red Sox man¬ 
ager Alex Cora could be 
next. 

Hinch and Luhnow were 
fired Monday after be¬ 
ing suspended by Major 
League Baseball for the 
team's illicit use of elec¬ 
tronics to steal signs during 
Houston's run to the 2017 
World Series title and again 
in the 2018 season. 

In U.S. sports’ largest scan¬ 
dal since the New England 
Patriots' "Spygate," MLB 
Commissioner Rob Man¬ 
fred announced the disci¬ 
pline and strongly hinted 
that Cora — the Astros 
bench coach in 2017 — 
will face equal or more se¬ 
vere punishment. Manfred 
said Cora developed the 
sign-stealing system used 
by the Astros. The Red Sox 
are under investigation 
for stealing signs in Cora's 
first season as manager in 
2018, when Boston won the 
World Series. 

Houston was fined $5 mil¬ 
lion, the maximum allowed 
under the Major League 
Constitution, as punish¬ 
ment. The Astros will also 
forfeit their next two first- 
and second-round ama¬ 
teur draft picks. 

The investigation found 
that the Astros used the 
video feed from a center 
field camera to see and 
decode the opposing 
catcher's signs. 
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Cameron Smith wins 
Sony Open in another 
Hawaii comeback 


Cameron Smith holds the champions trophy after the final round of the Sony Open PGA Tour golf 
event, Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, at Waialae Country Club in Honolulu. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
HONOLULU (AP) — Two 

weeks in Hawaii brought 
rain, unusually strong wind, 
playoffs and two play¬ 
ers who thought victory 
was out of reach until the 
winner’s lei was draped 
around their necks. 
Cameron Smith was the 
latest Sunday at the Sony 
Open. He might have been 
even more surprised than 
Justin Thomas, who got a 
second chance when he 
won a playoff at Kapalua. 
“Two or three holes left, I re¬ 
ally didn’t think there was 
much of a shot,” Smith said 
after his playoff victory over 
Brendan Steele on rain- 
soaked Waialae Country 
Club. “I knew I had to play 
some good golf. It just kind 
of all fell into place.” 

Smith was 4-over par just 
two holes into the tourna¬ 
ment Thursday, and his fo¬ 
cus turned to making bird¬ 
ies that would give him 
a chance to salvage his 
round and raise money for 
the wildfires in his native 
Australia. Smith and Marc 
Leishman had pledged 
$500 for every birdie to help 
raise money. 


He twice pulled within shot 
of the lead at various points 
Sunday, but it looked like a 
lost cause when Steele had 
a two-shot lead with two 
holes to play. 

“I thought I had to birdie 
17 and then do something 
really good on 18," Smith 
said. “You never know 
what can happen." 

Just about everything did 
in the final hour, which is 
about how long it took to 
play the last two holes. It 
rained every day since 
Tuesday, and the rain was 
so steady on Sunday the 
PGA Tour moved the hole 
location from its tradition¬ 
al spot to higher ground, 
and the green still had to 
be rolled with sponges be¬ 
tween groups. 

Steele missed a 6-foot par 
putt on the 17th, and his 
lead was down to one shot. 
In the group ahead, Simp¬ 
son’s wedge into the par- 
5 18th skipped off sheen 
of water and settled 15 
feet behind the hole for a 
birdie attempt he narrowly 
missed. He shot 67. 

Palmer never even had 
that opportunity. His fair¬ 
way metal from a bunker 
sailed so far right that he 


hit the metal railing atop 
a massive video screen, 
sailed well to the right of 
the corporate tents and 
was lost, presumably in a 
back yard. He had to go 
back to the bunker and 
made bogey for a 68. 
Steele was trying to figure 
out what happened to 
Palmer, and then he did 
the opposite. He pulled a 
2-iron so wildly to the left 
that it was near the ropes 


lining the 10th fairway. After 
a free drop, he hit wedge 
off the muddy lie to 30 feet, 
taking a reasonable birdie 
putt out of the equation. 
His par gave him a 71 and 
opened the way for Smith. 
The 26-year-old Australian 
delivered with a long bun¬ 
ker over the forming pud¬ 
dles to 8 feet, and Smith 
poured it in for a 68 to force 
the second straight playoff 
in Hawaii, and the third 
straight dating to end of 
last year. 

Steele, who led by as many 
as three shots when he 
holed a bunker shot for 
birdie on the 11 th, made no 
excuses for his approach to 
the 18th. 

“Lie was good, water was 
fine," he said. “It’s just a 
2-iron to win a golf tourna¬ 
ment. Just a hard shot.” 
Equally hard was the play¬ 
off hole, which was No. 
10 because of the water 
on the 18th green. Steele 
again looked to have the 
advantage with a great 
drive that left him 88 yards 
away in the fairway, with 
Smith over by the trees 
in the right rough. Smith 
chased a shot low and 
onto the green to 10 feet. 
Steele, so used to having 
a blast of wind in his face 
on that hole, tried to get a 
shot to the back tier toward 
the pin, because anything 


less would spin back to the 
lower tier. Instead, it sailed 
over the green, he chipped 
some 15 feet by the hole 
and missed his par putt. 
And there was Smith, who 
an hour or so earlier had 
stood on the 17th tee won¬ 
dering how he could win 
from two shots behind, and 
now was two putts and 
10 feet away from a PGA 
Tour victory he could call 
his own. He twice won the 
Australian PGA Champion¬ 
ship. He shared a team title 
with Jonas Blixt three years 
ago in New Orleans. 

“My first individual win on 
the PGA Tour, it’s definitely 
going to be one I never for¬ 
get," Smith said. “Given the 
conditions and how tough 
it was. I’ll draw back on this 
in the future." 

For the week, Smith made 
21 birdies for $10,500 to¬ 
ward the Australian fires 
relief fund, along with other 
contributions from the PGA 
Tour and $125,000 from the 
International team at the 
Presidents Cup. 

It was personal for Smith. 
His uncle lives in New South 
Wales and lost everything 
but a shed. 

“We’re a tight-knit family 
and it hit everyone pretty 
hard,” he said. “It’s good 
to do something good, 
and hopefully puts a smile 
on their face. "□ 


3-and-out: PGA Tour moving Byron 
Nelson from Trinity Forest 


DALLAS (AP) — The PGA Tour will move the 
Byron Nelson away from Trinity Forest Golf 
Club after the tournament is played there 
for only the third time this May. 

The links-style course south of downtown 
Dallas was built in 2014 on the site of a 
former landfill. The Nelson moved there in 
2018 after 35 years at the TPC Four Seasons 
in suburban Irving, Texas, about 25 miles 
away. The PGA Tour hasn't said where the 
Nelson will be played after this year's tour¬ 
nament. 

Disappointing attendance at Trinity For¬ 
est and decreased revenues for charity 
were significant factors in the decision. 
The course has an unusual look for a PGA 
Tour venue because it has no trees. Trinity 
Forest officials said in a release that PGA 
Tour officials cited weather issues during 
the first two years that exposed deficien¬ 
cies with tournament infrastructure, and 
that it was determined by the course and 
the Salesmanship Club of Dallas, which 


hosts the event, that those issues couldn't 
be remedied easily. The start of the third 
round in last year's tournament was de¬ 
layed six hours by heavy rains and play 
was suspended by darkness, leading to 
27 holes on the final day for the leaders. 
There were also weather issues in 2018, 
when the final round had a four-hour rain 
delay and it was nearly dark for the final 
putt of the tournament. The Salesmanship 
Club's Momentous Institute, a nonprofit 
that provides education and therapeutic 
services for about 5,500 children and fam¬ 
ily members each year, benefits from the 
Nelson's net proceeds. After peaking at 
more than $6 million a year when at Four 
Seasons, last year's tournament netted less 
than half of that. Three-time major cham¬ 
pion Jordan Spieth, who played his first 
PGA Tour event as a 16-year-old at Four 
Seasons, is a member of Trinity Forest. So 
is CBS NFL broadcaster and former Dallas 
Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo.Q 
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Packers hold off Seahawks 28-23 to reach NFC title game 



Green Bay Packers' Preston Smith sacks Seattle Seahawks' Russell Wilson during the second half of 
an NFL divisional playoff football game Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, in Green Bay, Wis. 

Associated Press 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Pro Football Writer 
GREEN BAY, WIs. (AP) — 

Aaron Rodgers and the 
Green Bay Packers have 
relied more on character 
and resilience than offense 
or defense this season, lag¬ 
ging well behind past edi¬ 
tions in aesthetics. 

This divisional round win 
over Seattle, though, was 
a vintage Rodgers perfor¬ 
mance. He helped the 
Packers pull within a game 
of the Super Bowl with an 
array of clutch completions 
at the most critical of mo¬ 
ments. Rodgers connected 
with Davante Adams eight 
times for 160 yards and two 
touchdowns, Green Bay’s 
spruced-up defense fend¬ 
ed off a spirited Seahawks 
rally, and the Packers held 
on for a 28-23 victory Sun¬ 
day night to reach the NFC 
championship game for 
the third time in six years. 
“It’s one of those feelings 
that starts to creep up in 
warmups, when you really 
feel like you’re locked in,” 
Rodgers said, “and I was 
glad it translated to the 
field.” Aaron Jones rushed 
for 62 yards and two first- 
half scores for the Packers 
(14-3), who will travel next 
weekend to take on top- 
seeded San Francisco. Rod¬ 
gers, who went 16 for 27 for 
243 yards in his 17th career 
postseason start, Rodgers 
has 38 touchdown passes 
in the playoffs. That’s good 
for fifth in league history. 
“He’s definitely hungry for 
another Super Bowl. He 
deserves it, so we’re doing 
everything in our power to 
put him in that position," 
said Adams, who set Green 
Bay’s postseason record for 
receiving yards. 

Russell Wilson carried the 
Seahawks (12-6) on yet 
another comeback, this 
time from a 21-3 halftime 
deficit, but the Packers 
forced a punt shortly be¬ 
fore the two-minute warn¬ 
ing on the second sack of 
the game by Preston Smith. 
That was Green Bay’s fifth 
of the game. “Five minutes 
left, we’re getting the ball 
back, the thing’s going to 
be over. We're going to 
win it,” Wilson said. “I think 
everybody in the stadium, 
and I think everybody 


watching felt like that, too.” 
The Seahawks never got 
the ball again. 

Rodgers sealed the win 
with two third-down throws: 
a 32-yard strike to Adams 
on third-and-8 with 2:19 left 
and then for 9 yards to Jim¬ 
my Graham on third-and-9 
right after the two-minute 
warning to take down a Se¬ 
ahawks team that was 8-1 
on the road this season en¬ 
tering the game. 

“I'm just going to enjoy a 
nice glass of scotch to¬ 
night," Rodgers said, “and 
get on to the film of San 
Fran and get ready for a 
tough opponent.” 

Rodgers exacted some 
payback for five years ago, 
when the Packers blew a 
16-0 halftime lead in the 
NFC championship game 
at Seattle and were beat¬ 
en 28-22 in overtime. The 
Seahawks lost their next 
game to New England 
when Wilson was infamous¬ 
ly intercepted late at the 
goal line and haven’t been 
back to the conference 
title game since then. 
Rodgers is running out of 
time faster than Wilson, 
though, nine years after his 
only championship. Though 
many of Green Bay’s per¬ 
formances haven't been 
pretty, with so many hold- 
on-at-the-end wins, Rodg¬ 
ers and Matt LaFleur have 
sure meshed well in the 
coach’s rookie season. 
“Let's be honest, I don’t 
know that even our fans felt 


supremely confident in us," 
Rodgers said. The Seahawks 
had just a plus-seven scor¬ 
ing margin during the regu¬ 
lar season, making quite 
the habit of second-half 
rallies. Wilson did some of 
the finest work of his eight- 
year career in 2019, helping 
the Seahawks stay on track 
despite a steady stream of 
injuries, including the late 
setbacks in the backfield 
that prompted the emer¬ 
gency call for Marshawn 
Lynch. Racking up 64 yards 
rushing on seven scrambles 
and completing 21 of 31 
passes for 277 yards, Wilson 
directed touchdown drives 
of 69, 84, 79 right out of the 
gate after halftime. Lynch 
finished two of them with 
scores, and Wilson threw 
on the run to Tyler Lockett, 
who had 136 yards on nine 
receptions, for the other 
one. “Every time I looked 
up, he was making some¬ 
body miss in the pocket, 
creating and extending 
plays,” LaFleur said. “That’s 
what he’s done his whole 
career.” Lynch's second 
touchdown with 9:33 left 
cut the lead to 28-23, but 
Jaire Alexander blew up 
the 2-point conversion at¬ 
tempt with a sack on an 
unblocked blitz. The Pack¬ 
ers gave the ball back to 
the Seahawks with a sec¬ 
ond consecutive punt, this 
time with 4:54 left at the 
Seattle 22, but Wilson ran 
out of tricks in his seemingly 
bottomless bag of them. 


“He tested our cardio and 
heart and endurance to¬ 
day," Smith said. 

Lynch, who has 12 rushing 
touchdowns in 13 career 
postseason games to tie 
for fourth in NFL history, had 
only 26 yards on 12 carries. 
“We made it exciting,” Wil¬ 
son said. “We just wish we 
would have left here with a 
win.” 

STRONG START 

The Seahawks brought their 
pass rush to life with seven 
sacks while grinding out a 
17-9 win at Philadelphia last 
week in the wild card round, 
with Jadeveon Clowney 
making his presence felt in¬ 
cluding a hit that knocked 
Eagles quarterback Carson 
Wentz out of the game with 
a concussion. The Packers 
mostly kept Rodgers much 
better protected, though, 
and a Seahawks defense 
that forced 32 turnovers in 
the first 14 games played 
a fourth straight time with¬ 
out a takeaway. The Pack¬ 
ers had three touchdown 
drives of 75 yards apiece 
over the first three quarters, 
plus a 60-yard march pre¬ 
ceded by a missed 50-yard 
field goal try from Jason 
Myers. Rodgers hasn't had 
much help beyond Adams 
and Jones this season, but 
he and LaFleur did a mas¬ 
terful job of getting them 
the ball with some Graham 
mixed in. On the opening 
possession, Adams and 
Geronimo Allison ran an¬ 
gled routes toward each 


other before faking the 
pick and zagging away. 
Seahawks cornerback Tre 
Flowers was caught in the 
confusion, allowing Adams 
to break free for the 20- 
yard score. 

OH, NO, LAMBEAU 
Seahawks fans have plenty 
of bad memories of their fa¬ 
vorite team's performanc¬ 
es in Green Bay, with the 
losing streak at Lambeau 
Field now at nine straight 
games. The last such win for 
Seattle was on Nov. 1, 1999. 
There was the hot mike 
that picked up Matt Has- 
selbeck’s ill-fated boast 
during the overtime coin 
toss that the Seahawks 
would win, preceding his 
pick-six in the 2003 playoffs. 
There was the blowout in 
the snow in the 2007 play¬ 
offs, which turned out to 
be Brett Favre’s final win 
for the Packers. There were 
also the regular season loss¬ 
es with Wilson in 2015, 2016 
and 2017. 

INJURY REPORT 
Seahawks: LG Mike lupati 
was out with a neck injury, 
and Jamarco Jones left in 
the second quarter with a 
concussion. That forced 
rookie Phil Haynes into ac¬ 
tion. ... Clowney, who has 
fought through a core 
muscle injury this season, 
was holding his midsection 
in the second quarter and 
briefly absent for the first 
TD run by Jones. Packers: 
RT Bryan Bulaga, one of six 
players the team reported 
this week as being limited 
by illness, was active for but 
did not play. Jared Veld- 
heer replaced him. 

UP NEXT 

Seahawks: head into the 
offseason, needing replen¬ 
ish their depth on the of¬ 
fensive line and on defense 
while Wilson remains in his 
prime. Packers: advance 
to their third NFC champi¬ 
onship game in six years. 
They lost 37-8 on Nov. 24 to 
the 49ers, who beat Min¬ 
nesota 27-10 on Saturday 
in their divisional round 
game. All four of Green 
Bay’s appearances in the 
NFC title game with Rodg¬ 
ers at the helm have been 
on the road. They won at 
Chicago after the 2010 
season to reach his only Su¬ 
per BowlO 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 


Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was born. 


Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297J-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Devils fire GM, end Lightning's 10-game winning streak 



New Jersey Devils goaltender Louis Domingue makes a save 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020, in Newark, N.J. 

Associated Press 

shots for Winnipeg. 


By The Associated 
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Lou¬ 
is Domingue stopped 26 
shots against his former 
team and the New Jersey 
Devils beat Tampa Bay 3-1 
on Sunday night, ending 
the Lightning’s franchise 
record-tying 10-game win¬ 
ning streak. Travis Zajac, 
Andy Greene and Miles 
Wood scored for the disap¬ 
pointing Devils, who fired 
general manager Ray She- 
ro less than two hours be¬ 
fore the start of the game. 
New Jersey made the play¬ 
offs once in his four-plus 
year tenure. Tyler Johnson 
scored for the Lightning, 
who tied their consecutive 
wins record on Saturday 
with a 1-0 win over Phila¬ 
delphia. Curtis McElhinney 
made 17 saves in getting 
the start in place of Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, who had shut¬ 
outs in the last two games. 
The 10-game winning streak 
tied the New York Islanders 
for the longest this season. 
PREDATORS 1, JETS 0 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 


— Juuse Saros made 28 
saves for his first shutout 
of the season, Kyle Turris 
scored in the first period 
and Nashville beat Win¬ 
nipeg. Predators captain 
Roman Josi had his points 
streak end at 12 games. 
He had 20 points (seven 
goals and 13 assists) dur¬ 
ing the career-high run and 
franchise record for de¬ 
fensemen. It was the NHL’s 
longest active streak. Con¬ 
nor Hellebuyck stopped 31 


PENGUINS 4, COYOTES 3, 
SO 

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Teddy Blueger scored the 
deciding goal in the eighth 
round of the shootout to lift 
Pittsburgh past Arizona. 
Jared McCann, Patric 
Hornqvist and Brandon 
Tanev scored in regulation 
to help the Penguins sweep 
a three-game Western trip. 
Tristan Jarry had 25 saves. 
Taylor Hall had a goal and 


an assist for Arizona. Conor 
Garland and Derek Stepan 
also scored, and Adin Hill 
made 30 saves. 

PANTHERS 8, MAPLE LEAFS 4 
SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Jona¬ 
than Huberdeau had a 
goal and an assist, surpass¬ 
ing Olli Jokinen for Florida’s 
career points lead with 420, 
and the Panthers beat To¬ 
ronto. Mike Hoffman scored 
twice, and Aleksander Bar¬ 
kov and Vincent Trocheck 
each had a goal and two 
assists. Frank Vatrano, Mike 
Matheson and Josh Brown 
also scored in the Panthers’ 
highest-scoring game of 
the season. Chris Driedger 
made 43 saves. Mitch 
Marner scored twice for 
the Maple Leafs, and Zach 
Hyman had a goal and 
two assists. John Tavares 
also scored. Toronto goal- 
tender Frederik Andersen 
allowed four goals on 12 
shots before he was pulled 
49 seconds into the second 
period. Michael Hutchinson 
stopped 13 shots. 

CANUCKS 4, WILD 1 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Elias 
Pettersson scored his 21st 
goal and fellow All-Star Ja¬ 
cob Markstom stopped 23 
shots in Vancouver's vic¬ 
tory over Minnesota. 

Bo Horvat added two goals 

— the second into an emp¬ 
ty net with 5.7 seconds left 

— and Troy Stecher also 
scored for the Canucks. 
They’ve won nine of 11 and 
picked up their second win 
in two days. Devan Dubnyk 
made 26 saves, and Mar¬ 
cus Foligno scored for Min¬ 
nesota. 

SABRES 5, RED WINGS 1 

DETROIT (AP) — Evan Ro¬ 
drigues scored twice in the 
first five minutes and Buf¬ 
falo cruised past NHL-worst 
Detroit. Rodrigues entered 
with no goals in 25 games 
this season. Zemgus Gir- 
gensons also scored in the 
first period for the Sabres, 
Zach Bogosian and Rasmus 
Ristolainen added goals, 
and Linus Ullmark made 21 
saves. 

Madison Bowey scored for 
Detroit.Q 







Kyrie Irving returns to 
help Nets rout Hawks 


Brooklyn Nets guard Kyrie Irving (11) brings the ball down court against Atlanta Hawks forward 
John Collins (20) during the second half of an NBA basketball game Sunday, Jan. 12,2020, in New 
York. The Nets defeated the Hawks 108-86. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kyrie Ir¬ 
ving scored 21 points in 20 
minutes of an easy return 
from a two-month absence 
with an injured right shoul¬ 
der, leading the Brooklyn 
Nets to a 108-86 victory 
over the Atlanta Hawks on 
Sunday. 

Irving shot 10 for 11 from the 
field after missing 26 games 
with an impingement. The 
shoulder looked fine and 
his handle looked as good 
as ever while he dribbled 
his way around a hopeless 
Atlanta defense. 

Energized by his return that 
still seemed a ways away 
just a week ago, the Nets 
led by 39 points and won 
their second straight after 
dropping seven in a row. 
Cam Reddish scored 20 
points for the Hawks. They 
played without star guard 
Trae Young because of a 
left hamstring injury and lost 
their fourth straight. 

JAZZ 127, WIZARDS 116 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bo- 
jan Bogdonovic scored 31 
points, Rudy Gobert added 
21 points and 14 rebounds 
and Utah beat Washington 
for its ninth straight victory. 
Utah overcame a 15-point 
deficit in the third quarter 
to win for the 14th time in 
15 games. Jordan Clarkson 
had 17 of his 23 points in the 
second half. Utah scoring 
leader Donovan Mitchell 
sat out because of an ill¬ 
ness. 


Bradley Beal scored 25 
points for Washington af¬ 
ter missing give games with 
right leg soreness. 

SPURS 105, RAPTORS 104 
TORONTO (AP) — DeMar 
DeRozan scored 25 points, 
Rudy Gay had 15 and 
San Antonio overcame an 
18-point deficit to beat To¬ 
ronto. 

San Antonio used a big 
fourth quarter to win for fhe 
fhird time in four games. 
Derrick White scored 13 
points for the Spurs, and 
LaMarcus Aldridge had 11. 
DeRozan also had eight 
rebounds and four assists 
against his former team. 
Serge Ibaka had 21 points 
and a season-high 15 re¬ 
bounds for Toronto. Kyle 
Lowry had 16 points and a 
season-high 15 assists. 
NUGGETS 114, CLIPPERS 104 
DENVER (AP) — Nikola 
Jokic had 20 points and 15 
rebounds and Denver with¬ 
stood a big rally to beat 
Los Angeles. Trailing by as 
many 20 points in the sec¬ 
ond half, Los Angeles had 
pulled within six wifh 1:11 re¬ 
maining when Patrick Bev¬ 
erley was called for a foul 
on Jokic. Clippers coach 
Doc Rivers was incensed 
over the call and was giv¬ 
en two technical fouls and 
ejected from the game. 
Kawhi Leonard scored 
30 points for Los Angeles. 
Clippers star forward Paul 
George missed his second 
straight game because of 


a strained left hamstring. 
SUNS 100, HORNETS 92 

PHOENIX (AP) — Kelly Ou- 
bre Jr had 25 points and 15 
rebounds in Phoenix's vic¬ 
tory over Charlotte. 

Oubre scored 15 points in 
the second half on a night 
when Suns star guard Devin 
Booker struggled from the 
floor, shoofing 3 of 12. He 
had 12 points and nine as¬ 
sists. 

Deandre Ayton added 18 
points and nine rebounds 
for Phoenix. 

Dwayne Bacon scored 24 
points for the Hornets. 


GRIZZLIES 122, WARRIORS 
102 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Jo¬ 
nas Valanciunas had 31 
points and a season-high 
19 rebounds and Memphis 
handed Golden State its 
eighth straight loss. 
Valanciunas was 13 of 17 
from fhe field, including a 
3-pointer to help the Griz¬ 
zlies win their fifth straight. 
Jaren Jackson Jr. finished 
with 21 points, and Ja Mo- 
rant had 11 points and 10 
assists. 

D’Angelo Russel led the 
Warriors with 34 points in his 


return from a right shoulder 
injury. 

KNICKS 124, HEAT 121 

NEW YORK (AP) — Julius 
Randle scored 26 points, RJ 
Barrett chipped in 23 and 
New York rallied to beat Mi¬ 
ami. 

Kevin Knox had 17 points off 
the bench and Reggie Bull¬ 
ock added 16 to help the 
Knicks snap a five-game 
losing streak. 

Jimmy Butler had 25 points 
and 10 rebounds for the 
Heat. They blew a lead 
down the stretch for the 
second time. □ 
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Dakar minus grieving motorbike riders gives drivers problems 



Driver Stephane Peterhansel, of France, and co-driver Paulo 
Fiuza, of Portugal, race their Mini during stage eight of the 
Dakar Rally in Wadi Al Dawasir, Saudi Arabia, Monday, Jan. 


WADI AL-DAWASIR, Saudi 
Arabia (AP) — Carlos Sainz 
stayed in front at the Da¬ 
kar Rally as the leading 
drivers struggled with navi¬ 
gation on Monday in the 
absence of the motorbike 
riders who cancelled their 
stage in homage to Paulo 
Goncalves. 

Goncalves died on Sun¬ 
day after crashing in the 
Saudi Arabia desert. The 
popular Portuguese was 
competing in his 13th Da¬ 
kar. The motorbike and 
quad racers decided to 
cancel their stage. 

The cars raced on, and 
Sainz opened the way 


13 , 2020 . 

cautiously without the 
benefit of motorbike 
tracks to judge the 477-ki- 
lometer loop around Wadi 
Al-Dawasir. Sainz gradually 


Associated Press 

fell off the pace, and lost 
time to title rivals Nasser 
Al-Attiyah and Stephane 
Peterhansel. But the Span¬ 
iard stayed in their dust 


trails and saw his lead over 
defending champion Al- 
Attiyah cut by more than 
three minutes to less than 
seven, and his 19-minute 
lead over 13-time winner 
Peterhansel down to 13. 
There are four stages 
to go. “It’s the first time 
we’ve driven without the 
bikes’ tracks and ... the 
navigation is complicated 
when you have to follow a 
course in fhe dunes, there 
is always a tendency to 
deviate,” Peterhansel said. 
“On the hardest part, Nas- 
sar was out in front and we 
followed him. It’s impos¬ 
sible to go fast opening 


the way. The bikers give 
us a lot of help wifh fhe 
navigation." The eighth 
stage was a first-time win 
for French driver Mathieu 
Serradori, who became 
the first amateur to take a 
stage in 32 years. Serradori 
manages a company that 
specializes in electricity. 

He rose to the occasion 
through the valleys and 
canyons in the last half of 
the stage. Former Formula 
One champion Fernan¬ 
do Alonso achieved his 
best stage finish, second 
despife a puncfure, and 
Orlando Terranova was 
third .□ 
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Fury predicts early KO of Wilder in heavyweight rematch 



Tyson Fury, of England, hits Tom Schwarz, of Germany, during a heavyweight boxing match 
Saturday, June 15, 2019, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tyson 
Fury leaned into the micro¬ 
phone and issued an auda¬ 
cious prediction to Deon- 
tay Wilder regarding their 
heavyweight rematch. 
"You're going to sleep in 
two rounds," the English 
champion said Monday. 
Wilder replied by picking 
up his own microphone 
and loudly sniffing it, mock¬ 
ing Fury for his past prob¬ 
lems with drug abuse. 

When these two unbeaten 
heavyweights got together 
in downtown Los Angeles 
on Monday, they picked 
up right where they left off 
across the street in Decem¬ 
ber 2018. 

Their thrilling split draw at 
Staples Center has led to a 
rematch Feb. 22 in Las Ve¬ 
gas, and both men claim 
they expect a knockout 
victory in what's likely to 
be the most-anticipated 
heavyweight title fight in 
recent years. 

Although both fighters are 
skilled in the craft of promo¬ 
tional hyperbole, it was still 
a surprise when Fury (29-0- 
1,20 KOs) declared he can 
knock out Wilder within the 
first six minutes at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena. 

A knockout prediction is no 
surprise at all coming from 
Wilder (42-0-1, 41 KOs), 
whose peerless punching 
power dropped Fury twice 
in their first bout. The fight's 
most memorable moment 


was Fury's stunning rise from 
a 12th-round knockdown 
that had left him flat on his 
back. 

"I'm prepared for more 
than ever," Wilder said. "I 
told Fury two years ago I 
was going to baptize him, 
and I did just that. Rising 
up is part of the baptism. 
I told him he was going to 
go, 'Timber!' And he did just 
that. This time around, it's 
called unfinished business. 
He won't be able to get 
back up. This time. I'm go¬ 
ing to knock him out." 

Aside from the fighters' 
charismatic personalities 
and their penchants for 
wild public statements. 


this matchup is fascinat¬ 
ing because it pits Fury's 
boxing skills — which are 
impressive for any fighter, 
let alone a hulking heavy¬ 
weight — against Wilder's 
ferocious punching power, 
which is likely unmatched 
in the sport. 

Fury nearly won the first 
bout with his impressive 
movement and activ¬ 
ity, but Wilder's strength 
proved to be an equalizer. 
Fury would have claimed a 
decision on the scorecards 
if he hadn't been knocked 
down twice, yet Fury insists 
he must win by knockout to 
get a decision in the U.S. 

He even changed trainers 


and hired a nutritionist with 
a knockout in mind, mov¬ 
ing from trainer Ben Davi¬ 
son to Javan Hill, a nephew 
and disciple of the late Em¬ 
manuel Steward. 

"I can't win a decision here, 
and I accept that," said 
Fury, who won a decision in 
Las Vegas four months ago. 
"I'm going for a knockout 
because thinking I won the 
fight ain't enough. I need 
to know. Thinking it doesn't 
count. I need to end the 
fight." 

Fury believes he hurt Wilder 
several times in their first 
bout, but said he "just didn't 
have the gas" that would 
have been necessary for 


a knockout. He believes 
he can find that extra res¬ 
ervoir of strength this time, 
even if he has to abandon 
the boxing skills that served 
him well for most of the first 
fight. 

Wilder is aiming for a knock¬ 
out, but he also believes he 
can win a decision. He also 
feels the first fight should 
have been stopped due 
to a deep cut on Fury's 
face. In fact. Wilder thinks 
he would have won the 
first fight on the scorecards 
if he hadn't given away a 
few early rounds by com¬ 
ing out "overexcited and 
anxious." 

"But when you have devas¬ 
tating power like I do, you 
don't worry about rounds," 
Wilder said. "He's got to sur¬ 
vive 12 rounds with me." 
Wilder also suggested Fury's 
bravado masks the British 
boxer's worries about his 
chin and his American op¬ 
ponent's ferocity. Wilder 
points to Fury's less-than- 
impressive effort against 
Sweden's Otto Wallin in 
September as a sign of his 
decline. 

"When you get knocked 
down like that, and you 
don't know how you got on 
the ground, let alone how 
you got up, it's scary," Wild¬ 
er said of his 12th-round 
knockdown of Fury. "It's not 
only scary for you. It's scary 
for your friends, your family, 
because they know you're 
going in there with that 
monster. "□ 


AP Source: NHL All-Star game to feature women 3-on-3 event 


By JOHN WAWROW AP 
Hockey Writer 

The NHL is increasing its pro¬ 
motion of women's hockey 
by adding a three-on-three 
game between U.S. and 
Canadian national team 
members to its All-Star fes¬ 
tivities later this month in St. 
Louis.. The women's game 
will happen during the Jan. 
24-25 weekend that showe- 
cases the top players in the 
NHL, according to three 
people with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the plans who 
discussed them Monday 
with The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity 
because the NHL isn't set 
to reveal its plans until later 
this week. The plan to hold 


the three-on-three game 
has been in the works for 
months, with as many as 24 
players set to participate 
after the final rosters were 
being established late last 
week, two of the people 
told AP. The game was first 
reported by ESPN.com. 

This isn't the first time the 
NHL has invited female 
players to attend its All-Star 
game. 

Two years ago, with Team 
USA training nearby in ad¬ 
vance of the Winter Olym¬ 
pics, the NHL invited three 
American players to be on 
hand but not participate. 
Last year, four players were 
invited and American Ken¬ 
dall Coyne Schofield made 


a huge splash by becom¬ 
ing the first woman to par¬ 
ticipate in the skills event 
and then finished seventh 
in the fastest skater com¬ 
petition. 

What's difficult to gauge is 
what signal the NHL might 
be sending by having a 
number of the world's top 
female players sharing the 
spotlight when women's 
hockey is in a state of flux. 
The uncertainty arose in 
late March, when the six- 
team Canadian Wom¬ 
en's Hockey League an¬ 
nounced it was folding due 
to financial reasons after 12 
seasons, leaving the U.S.- 
based five-team National 
Women's Hockey League 


as North America's lone 
professional league. 

A majority of players, 
however, balked at mak¬ 
ing the jump to the NWHL 
and instead vowed to not 
play professionally in North 
America this season. Even¬ 
tually, nearly 200 top play¬ 
ers formed the Professional 
Women's Hockey Players' 
Association to push for a 
league they say must have 
a sustainable economic 
model. The PWHPA has 
since launched a series of 
barnstorming tours, with its 
most recent stop in Toron¬ 
to this past weekend. The 
NWHL, in the meantime, is 
in the middle of its fifth sea¬ 
son and featuring teams 


made up of patchwork 
rosters with a handful of as¬ 
sociation players having re¬ 
turned to play. 

The NHL has avoided the 
appearance of playing 
favorites, first between 
the CWHL and NWHL, by 
providing each league 
$75,000 annually (the NHWL 
received the CWHL's share 
once the Canadian league 
folded). 

Commissioner Gary Bet- 
tman has supported the 
idea of the NHL forming 
its own league, but not at 
the expense of pushing an 
existing league out of busi¬ 
ness. Bettman has said he 
doesn't want the NHL to 
appear like a bully. Q 








Sign Stealing 

Continued from Page 17 

Players banged on a trash 
can to signal to batters 
what was coming, believ¬ 
ing it would improve the 
batter's odds of getting a 
hit. 

Sign stealing is a legal and 
time-honored part of base¬ 
ball as long as it is done 
with the naked eye — say, 
by a baserunner standing 
on second. Using technol¬ 
ogy is prohibited. 

Astros players disputed 
whether knowing the pitch¬ 
es seconds in advance 
helped batters. Houston 
had fewer wins at home 
than on the road, winning 
94 home games and 110 
on the road during the 
two seasons. There was no 
sign-stealing system on the 
road. 

"While it is impossible to de¬ 
termine whether the con¬ 
duct actually impacted 
the results on the field, the 
perception of some that it 
did causes significant harm 
to the game," Manfred 
said. 

Manfred, in his most signifi¬ 
cant action since becom¬ 
ing commissioner five years 
ago, said Hinch failed to 
stop the sign stealing and 
Luhnow was responsible 
for the players’ conduct 
even though he made 
the dubious claim he was 
not aware. Manfred said 
owner Jim Crane was not 
informed. 

An hour after MLB an¬ 
nounced its punishment. 
Crane opened a news con¬ 
ference by saying Hinch 
and Luhnow were fired. 

"I have higher standards for 
the city and the franchise, 
and I'm going above and 
beyond MLB's penalty," he 
said. "We need to move 
forward with a clean slate." 
Both Luhnow's and Hinch's 
suspensions for the 2020 
season were to be without 
pay. Crane said he will look 
outside the organization 
and internally for candi¬ 
dates to replace Luhnow. If 
he hires infernally, the most 
likely candidate would be 
Pete Putila, who was pro¬ 
moted to assistant general 
manager this offseason. 
Crane, who said he learned 
of the discipline this week¬ 
end, was visibly upset dur¬ 
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In this Sept. 29,2014, file photo, Houston Astros general manager Jeff Luhnow, right, and A.J. Hinch 
pose after Hinch is introduced as the new manager of the baseball club in Houston. 

Associated Press 


ing Monday's news con¬ 
ference and insisted that 
Houston's championship, 
which culminated in a sev¬ 
en-game World Series over 
the Los Angeles Dodgers, 
was not tainted. 

"We want to be known as 
playing by the rules," he 
said. "We broke the rules. 
We accept the punishment 
and we're going to move 
forward ... if you read the 
report neither (Luhnow or 
Hinch) implemented this or 
pushed it through the sys¬ 
tem and (it) really came 
from the bottom up." 
Hinch's penalty was among 
the longest for an MLB 
manager. Brooklyn’s Leo 
Durocher was suspended 
for one year by Commis¬ 
sioner Happy Chandler in 
April 1947 for the "accumu¬ 
lation of unpleasant inci¬ 
dents" detrimental to base¬ 
ball, and Cincinnati's Pete 
Rose was banned for life 
by Commissioner A. Bartlett 
Giamatti in August 1989 for 
betting on Reds' games 
while managing the team. 
Houston was a big league- 
best 204-120 during the two 
years in question, winning 
its first title. Hinch, a 45-year- 
old former catcher with a 
degree from Stanford, was 
the most successful man¬ 
ager in the history of the As¬ 
tros, who have won two of 
the last three AL pennants 
and came within one vic¬ 
tory of another World Series 
title last year against Wash¬ 
ington. Luhnow, 53, earned 
an MBA at Northwestern 
and fostered an analytic- 
based culture during eight 
seasons as Astros GM, but 
also a toxic one with high 
turnover. 

"It is very clear to me that 
the culture of fhe base¬ 
ball operations depart¬ 
ment, manifesting itself in 
the way its employees are 
treated, its relations with 
other clubs, and its relations 
with the media and exter¬ 
nal stakeholders, has been 
very problematic," Manfred 
wrote in a nine-page state¬ 
ment. "At least in my view, 
the baseball operations 
department's insular cul¬ 
ture -- one that valued and 
rewarded results over other 
considerations, combined 
with a staff of individuals 
who offen lacked direction 


or sufficient oversight, led ... 
finally, to an environment 
that allowed the conduct 
described in this report to 
have occurred." 

Crane, who hired Luhnow 
weeks after buying the As¬ 
tros, denied a widespread 
problem, saying "I think 
there was some isolated 
situations." 

Luhnow said in a statement 
that he accepts responsibil¬ 
ity "for rules violations that 
occurred on my watch as 
president of baseball oper¬ 
ations and general manag¬ 
er of the Astros" and apolo¬ 
gized to the team and fans 
for "the shame and embar¬ 
rassment this has caused." 
Then Luhnow defended 
himself. 

"I am not a cheater," the 
statement said. "Anybody 
who has worked closely 
with me during my 32-year 
career inside and outside 
baseball can attest to my 
integrity. I did not know 
rules were being broken. 
As the commissioner set 
out in his statement, I did 
not personally direct, over¬ 
see or engage in any mis¬ 
conduct: The sign-stealing 
initiative was not planned 
or directed by baseball 
management; the trash- 
can banging was driven 
and executed by players, 
and the video decoding 
of signs originated and was 
executed by lower-level 
employees working with 
the bench coach. I am 
deeply upset that I wasn't 
informed of any miscon¬ 
duct because I would have 
stopped it." 


Hinch issued a statement 
through the Astros, saying 
he was "disappointed in 
our club's actions within this 
timeline, and I accept the 
Commissioner's decision. 
"As a leader and major 
league manager, it is my 
responsibility to lead play¬ 
ers and staff with integrity 
that represents the game 
in the best possible way," 
the statement said. "While 
the evidence consistently 
showed I didn't endorse 
or participate in the sign¬ 
stealing practices, I failed 
fo stop them and I am 
deeply sorry." "As the per¬ 
son with responsibility for 
managing his players and 
coaches, there simply is no 
justification for Hinch's fail¬ 
ure to act," Manfred said. 
The GM told Major League 
Baseball he was unaware 
of the system, but Manfred 
held him accountable for 
fhe team's actions. 
"Although Luhnow denies 
having any awareness that 
his replay review room staff 
was decoding and trans¬ 
mitting signs, there is both 
documentary and testi¬ 
monial evidence that indi¬ 
cates Luhnow had some 
knowledge of those ef¬ 
forts," Manfred's report said. 
Baseball's response was far 
greater than that of the NFL 
to a similar infraction. New 
England coach Bill Belich- 
ick was fined $500,000 in 
2007 and fhe Patriots were 
penalized $250,000 for us¬ 
ing video to capture an op¬ 
ponent's signals. The Patri¬ 
ots also were stripped of a 
first-round draft choice for 


punishment in the scandal 
known as "Spygate." They 
were penalized again for 
$1 million eight years later 
for deflating footballs used 
in the AFC championship 
game. The NFL took away 
a first-round draft pick and 
suspended quarterback 
Tom Brady for four games. 
Current New York Mets 
manager Carlos Beltran, 
then a player with the As¬ 
tros, was among the group 
involved. Manfred said no 
Astros players will be dis¬ 
ciplined because he de¬ 
cided in September 2017 
to hold a team's manager 
and GM responsible for 
sign-stealing infractions. 
"Virtually all of the Astros' 
players had some involve¬ 
ment or knowledge of the 
scheme, and I am not in 
a position based on the 
investigative record to de¬ 
termine with any degree of 
certainty every player who 
should be held account¬ 
able." 

Baseball's investigation be¬ 
gan when former Astros 
pitcher Mike Fiers, now with 
Oakland, made the allega¬ 
tions in a report by The Ath¬ 
letic on Nov. 12. 

Sign stealing has a long his¬ 
tory in baseball — the New 
York Giants used a military 
field scope and buzzer dur¬ 
ing their 1951 tiebreaker 
playoff against the Brook¬ 
lyn Dodgers. While decod¬ 
ing with the naked eye is 
allowed, MLB has enacted 
increasingly stringent pro¬ 
hibitions in recent years 
against the use of electron¬ 
ics to spy on opponents.Q 
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Privacy, once hidden topic, gets attention at CES tech show 


By RACHEL LERMAN and 
JOSEPH PISANI 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Once 
a hidden and under-the- 
radar topic, privacy got 
more attention at the CES 
gadget show in Las Vegas 
this week. Startups now vol¬ 
unteer information about 
how they're securing your 
data and protecting your 
privacy when you use their 
heart rate monitor or cud¬ 
dly robot. 

Roybi, an alien-looking ro¬ 
bot that teaches kids lan¬ 
guages and other skills, has 
a camera with facial rec¬ 
ognition that can remem¬ 
ber children and guess 
whether the kid was ex¬ 
cited or sad after a lesson. 
Roybi says it uses that infor¬ 
mation to make changes 
to its lessons. 

But the $199 robot also 
comes with a sticker, so 
parents can block the 
camera if they want. 

"We want to make sure we 
give people choices," said 
CEO and founder Elnaz Sar- 
raf, who said parents ques¬ 
tioned the lens. "When it 
comes to children, people 
are more sensitive." 
Caregiver Smart Solutions, 
which makes products for 
caregivers to track the el¬ 
derly remotely, decided 
to do away with cameras, 
declaring them too intru¬ 
sive. The company opted 
instead for small sensors 
that monitor when doors 
are opened and closed. 
After two years of tech 
companies facing the 
reckoning of rising privacy 
concerns, the message 
seems to be setting in: The 
way you use customers' in¬ 
formation can no longer be 



Samsung Sero TVs are on display at the Samsung booth during the CES tech show, Tuesday, Jan. 
7, 2020, in Las Vegas. The TVs can rotate to play vertically or horizontally. 

Associated Press 


ignored. 

Friday was the final day of 
the annual CES technology 
conference in Las Vegas, a 
forum for companies to un¬ 
veil their products and ser¬ 
vices for the coming year. 
Among other highlights this 
week: 

A SCREEN THAT'S ALL ABOUT 
YOU 

Airport screens are a jum¬ 
ble of flight numbers, times 
and gates. Delta wants to 
change that. 

The airline will soon start 
testing an airport screen 
that will show personalized 
flight information only to 
you. 

The twist: nearly 100 people 
will be able to look at the 
same screen simultanously 
and see just their own infor¬ 
mation. No special glasses 
needed, just the naked 
eye. 

It’s a technology that could 
change the way people 


get from airport security to 
their planes. The hope is 
that similar screens will fill 
the halls of airports, point¬ 
ing people to where they 
need to walk or where they 
can stop to get a bite to 
eat. 

Delta is teaming with start¬ 
up Misapplied Sciences for 
the technology. Misapplied 
CEO Albert Ng said normal 
TVs send the same colored 
light in all directions. His 
company's screens control 
which colors are emitted to 
different people. Cameras 
above figure out where 
each person is standing 
and send the right combi¬ 
nation of lights in that direc¬ 
tion. 

Delta will test the screen 
later this year at Detroit's 
airport. The company said 
the screens won't be used 
for targeted advertising. 
Frank Gillett, a technology 
analyst at Forrester, said 


the technology may be 
too expensive right now to 
expand to every airport. 
But he said Delta's plans 
to make the airport expe¬ 
rience easier for travelers 
could hook more custom¬ 
ers to the airline. 
HUMANOID CHATBOT 
Meet your new artificial 
friend, called Neon. 

For weeks leading up to 
CES, Samsung has teased 
Neon as the next big thing 
in artificial intelligence. 
What is being shown is es¬ 
sentially a humanoid chat¬ 
bot with Al. 

Neon is an independent 
company backed by Sam¬ 
sung's advanced research 
lab. 

Ask the Neon a question, 
and it will respond. It won't 
know all the answers, the 
way the Google Assistant 
or Amazon's Alexa is sup¬ 
posed to. In that sense, 
it’s intended to be more 


like a human — with some 
knowledge and an ability 
to learn. 

The vision is a future where 
Neons are so human-like 
that humans start interact¬ 
ing with them just like any 
other person. 

Neon CEO Pranav Mistry 
says that it will let humans 
have real human connec¬ 
tions with the machines, in¬ 
stead of just yelling orders 
like "stop" and "open." 

But that's some time a way. 
Neon is still in an early stage 
of development. 

OOOPS 

Things don't always go as 
planned. 

Samsung's new Sero TV can 
pivot between horizontal 
and vertical orientations, 
but just getting it to work 
onstage was a challenge 
at the company's CES 
event earlier in the week. 
Product training manager 
Scott Cohen was unable to 
connect his smartphone to 
the TV set and eventually 
chose to carry on the stage 
demonstration regardless. 
"Since we cannot get it to 
work, I will explain all the 
things we can do," he said. 
"We're not sure if the Wi-Fi 
in here with everyone on is 
doing it. 

Samsung later blamed un¬ 
reliable Wi-Fi that prevent¬ 
ed the smartphone from 
connecting. 

The Sero — which means 
"vertical" in Korean — is 
intended to let viewers 
watch social media, You¬ 
Tube and personal videos 
in their true orientation, 
without black bars at the 
side. When viewing verti¬ 
cal video, for instance, the 
TV physically rotates to that 
position.^ 



In this Jan. 11,2010 file photo, a display for Microsoft's Windows 
7 is shown at the National Retail Federation's convention in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


Microsoft ends free Windows 7 security 
updates on Tuesday 


NEW YORK (AP) —If you're 
still using Microsoft's Win¬ 
dows 7, your computer 
might soon be at risk. 
Microsoft will stop provid¬ 
ing free security updates 
for the system on Tuesday, 
meaning computers using 
it will be more vulnerable 
to malware and hacking. 
Users who want to protect 
their computers need to 


upgrade to Windows 10. 
They may also need to buy 
new computers because 
older machines might not 
be compatible with Win¬ 
dows 10. 

Tech companies typically 
phase out older systems 
after a number of years 
and focus efforts on up¬ 
dating current versions of 
software. Windows 7 came 


out in 2009. Windows 8, 
which came out in 2012, 
will have free support end 
in 2023. 

Those who run Windows 7 
Professional or Windows 7 
Enterprise can buy extend¬ 
ed protection for up to 
three years. But it might be 
worthwhile to just to buy 
new PCs or get Windows 
10O 
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Startups see a market in renting couches by the month 



In this Monday, Nov. 25, 2019 photo, Zachariah Mohammed, left, Pete Mancilla, and their dog 
Remy pose for a picture in their apartment in New York. 


By JOSEPH PISANI 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Zacha¬ 
riah Mohammed's living 
room is filled with stuff he 
doesn't own. 

He pays $200 a month for 
the sofa, side table, bar 
cart, dining table and four 
chairs in his living room. 
It's worth it, the 27-year- 
old New Yorker says. If he 
needs to move, which he's 
done twice in the last 12 
months, he won't need to 
lug a sofa across the city 
or worry if it will fit in a new 
place. The furniture-rental 
startup, Feather, will swap 
out items for something 
else. 

Feather, Fernish and other 
companies aim to rent fur¬ 
niture to millennial who 
don't want to commit to 
big purchases or move 
heavy furniture and are 
willing to pay for the con¬ 
venience. It's part of a 
wave of rental culture that 
includes Rent the Runway, 
focused on women's de¬ 
signer clothing, and even 
Netflix and Spotify, which 
let you stream from a huge 
catalog rather than buy in¬ 
dividual TV show episodes, 
movies or songs. 

"They're moving a lot. 
They're changing jobs a 
lot," says Thomas Robert¬ 
son, a marketing professor 
at the Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylva¬ 
nia, describing the types of 
people who would use the 
services. "Why would you 
want to be saddled with 
furniture?" 

The furniture-rental com¬ 
panies target high-income 
city dwellers who want a 
$1,100 orange love seat 
($46 a month) or $980 
leather bench ($41 a 
month) — but only tempo¬ 
rarily. The furniture itself is a 
step up from Ikea. 

"I'm 32 years old and have 
lived in 25 different places, 
five different countries, 12 
different cities," says Chan 
Park, who co-founded on¬ 
line furniture rental compa¬ 
ny Oliver Space last year. 
He constantly bought and 
discarded cheap furniture. 
Then he moved to a fur¬ 
nished rental apartment in 
Singapore. 

"It was probably the first 
time my adult life that I felt 


like I was truly at home," 
Park says. 

These startups are in just a 
handful of coastal cities, 
with few users, but seek to 
grow. They offer furniture 
from Crate & Barrel, West 
Elm and smaller brands. 


By KEN SWEET 

NEW YORK (AP) — Visa is 
purchasing the financial 
technology company Plaid 
for $5.3 billion, a major push 
by the payment process¬ 
ing giant into other types 
of money transfer systems 
outside of Visa’s traditional 
credit and debit card busi¬ 
ness. 

Plaid allows consumers to 


Others are renting out 
home goods, too. Rent the 
Runway recently added 
West Elm pillows and quilts. 
Ikea is testing a rental ser¬ 
vice in several countries 
outside the U.S., including 
Switzerland and Belgium. 


link their bank accounts 
to financial services apps 
like Venmo, PayPal, Better¬ 
ment and Transferwise. The 
company is an important 
but unknown middle man 
between the banks, who 
hold consumers's cash, 
and the dozens of plat¬ 
forms who vie to be the 
platform of choice to send 
that cash. 


Associated Press 

Renting may make sense 
for a generation that sees 
"life as transient," says Hana 
Ben-Shabat, the founder of 
Gen Z Planet, a research 
and advisory firm that fo¬ 
cuses on the generation 
born between the late 


Bankers refer to companies 
like Plaid as “the plumbing” 
behind how these apps 
work. 

This “plumbing” has be¬ 
come more important has 
more Americans use mo¬ 
bile wallets or send money 
to friends, families and busi¬ 
nesses. 

Visa estimates that 1 in ev¬ 
ery 4 Americans who have 
a bank account have used 
the underlying technolo- 


1990s and 2016. Young 
people today get married 
and buy homes later than 
they used to, and young 
people move more than 
older people do. Still, mil¬ 
lennial are moving less 
than previous generations 
did at their age, and Amer¬ 
icans overall are moving 
less. 

Moving her furniture from 
New York to Los Angeles 
would have cost Clarissa 
Wright $3,000. Instead, she 
gave away most of what 
she owned, traveled in Eu¬ 
rope for two months and 
then rented a couch, bed, 
mattress, bar stools and 
other furniture in her new 
place, for $255 a month. 
Feather delivered and as¬ 
sembled everything in one 
day. 

Wright, a 28-year-old mar¬ 
keting consulting for fash¬ 
ion and beauty brands, 
says she can switch out the 
furniture, add more stuff, 
move to a new apartment 
or city. But right now, she 
doesn't know what the fu¬ 
ture holds. □ 


gies of Plaid to link their 
bank accounts with other 
money transfer apps. 

The Monday announce¬ 
ment is Visa's first big push 
into a product that isn’t just 
credit and debits cards. 
Visa is the world’s largest 
payment processing com¬ 
pany, but it makes almost 
entirely all of its money 
from swipe fees it earns 
from merchants whenever 
its cards are acceptedO 
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US$ 529.000 
Afl 941.620 

(+ 297 ) 5 86 42 42 

We are located at 
Palm Beach 4-G 


Rooi Santo 138 


This spacious, well designed, 
stunning and luxurious 3 bedroom 
/ 2 bathroom property, is located in 
the luxurious residential area, called 
Prima Vista Rooi Santo, in North. 

This area is located within a 3 minute 
drive to Palm Beach and the Tierra del 
Sol Golf course. 


For more listings visit www.arubahouses.com 


Visa buys financial technology company Plaid for $5.3B 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 
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ST^P 

Violence Against Women 


Halley Time Travel 


Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 


For Rent 

Marriott Ocean club 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 
Price : $3 K each 

Date : 03/22/20 to 03/29/20 (3) 
03/20/20 to 03/27/20 (2) 
02/21/20 to 02/28/20(4) 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Platinum Ocean Side 
Date : 03/6/20 to 03/13/20 
Price $ 4 K 

For Rent 
Divi Links Golf 

2 BR sleep 8 Price : 2 K 
Date:01/18/20 to 01/25/20 
Studio sleep 4 Price ; $1,5 K 
02/15/20 to 02/22/20 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

1 BR sleep 4 Price :$ 2 K 
01/18/20 to 01/25/20 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $9 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

2 BR Ocean View $ 15,5 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $16,5 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 

3 Br Ocean View $ 28 K 
Platinum Plus $45 K 

2 BR WK 7 Ocean View 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK2 $16 K 
Building 8 Ground floor 

32 weeks remain 
1 BR WK 8 $16 K 
building 6 on the 4th floor 
27 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR PH WK 8/9 $22 K both 
14 th floor 32/22 weeks remain 
1 BRWK 11 
on the 7 th floor 

33 weeks remain $15 K 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BRWK 1/2/3 $30 K 
Birdie 2 on the 3rd floor 
25 weeks remain each 
All 3 weeks together $30 K 
Divi Links Golf 
Studio wk 2 $7,5 K 


1 BR WK 3 $8,5 K 

Eagle 3 with 23 weeks remain 

1 BR WK 8/9 $9,5 K each 
Eagle 9 with 27/19 weeks 
remain 

Divi Links Golf 

2 BR WK 3 $ 22 K 

Eagle 8 with 25 weeks remain 
Studio WK 6 $7,5 K 
Building F 22 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 
building 4 with 28 weeks remain 
Studio Wk 5,7 and 8 $ 8 K 
each 

Birdie 4 with 28/27/29 weeks 
remain 

Divi Village 

1 BR WK 1 $8,5 K 
Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 
Building D & F 
25 weeks on each 
Studio WK 1 $7,5 K 
Ground floor Building C 
33 weeks remain 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 BR WK 1 & 2 $20 K both 

2 sd floor pool/ocean view 
Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWK 10/11 $8,5 K each 
5th floor garden view 
Barcelo All inclusive 
1 BR WK 8 $15 K 

Eagle Resorts 

1 BRWK 5,6,7,8 $7,5 K each 
Ground floor Saturday check in 
1 BR WK 7 $7,5 K 
1 BR WK 8 $7,5 K 

Caribbean Palm Village 

1 BRWK 2 $6 K 
1 BR/2 BR WK 3 $7 K 

1 BR WK 3/4 $6 K each 

2 BR WK 5/6 $7 K each 

House in Ponton 

10 min from town and beach 
4 BR 3 Bath Pool $370 K 

Tierra Del Sol 

3 BR 2 Bath $520 K 

Le Vent 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 


Sun Caribbean Realty 
Your Real Estate Broker 

www.suncaribbeanrealty.com 
info@suncarribbeanrealty.com 
call/whatsapp (+297)593-8082 

_212280 

FOR SALE 
Barcelo 

All inclusive studio deluxe unit 
available. Prime week in Aruba 
sleeps 2. Cost for ownership 
$12,000. Inclusive food and 
liquor package extra. 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_212279 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available:1317 
week 1,2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_212279 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Presidental unit available:1511 
week 2, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, full 
kitchen, dining and living room, 
beautiful pool and fitness center 
$18,000 

Phone: 845 239 2918 or 
email: 

garyhudak684@comcast.net 

_212279 

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 ($16k); 

Weeks 5&6/1315 ($18k/Wk.); 
5&6/1521 ($20k/Wk.); 

Week 7/1308; 7&8/1408 
($18k/Wk.); 

Week 8/1113; 8/1409 
($17k/Wk.); 

Weeks 9-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Commercial property close to 
the new Container Port in 
Barcadera, build-up 424 m2, 
land 2400 m2 for $337,078. 

For more details 
contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212283 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

Two large 2 bedrooms/1 
bathroom apartments at Bubali/ 
Noord, one fully furnished, ideal 
for short term rentals and for 
$298,000.00 

Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212283 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



January 14 

Explorer of the Seas 
January 15 
Monarch 
Mein Schiff 2 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Gardening trends for 2020? Think unconventional, sustainable 



This June 15, 2015 photo shows a dwarf hybrid blueberry plant growing in a container on a 
residential sidewalk near Langley, Wash. 


By DEAN FOSDICK 
Associated Press 

Gardeners in 2020 will veer 
from the beaten path, opt¬ 
ing for unconventional va¬ 
rieties and eco-conscious 
surroundings, according 
to a plant trends study by 
horticulturalists with the Uni¬ 
versity of Florida Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sci¬ 
ences (UF/IFAS). 

Their forecast is based 
largely on market observa¬ 
tions and feedback from 
people seeking information 
from Extension offices. 
Interest is strong for native 
plants, dwarf hybrids, "re- 
wilding" gardens, edible 
settings, wildlife-friendly 
landscapes, dark foliage, 
succulents, novel greens, 
landscaping for natural di¬ 
sasters, and softer, leafier 
floral arrangements, the 
horticulturists said. 

"More and more folks are 
wanting to think about sus¬ 
tainability," said Mark Tan- 
cig, a UF/IFAS agent based 
in Leon County. 

"They're wanting to plant 
things that don't require 
as much water or fertilizer," 
he said. "Plants that resist 
disease and insects. Plants 
that provide for wildlife 
use and need less mainte¬ 
nance and input. That not 
only saves money but it 
looks good, too. It's restor¬ 
ative to the environment." 
Breaking down the study's 
trending Top 10: 

--Native Plants. These plants 
original to a specific place 
generally are lower main¬ 
tenance, requiring less wa¬ 
ter, pruning and fertilizer. 
-Dwarf Hybrids. Gardeners 
without a lot of living space 
increasingly are choosing 
the dwarf varieties of their 
favorite plants. They also 
require less pruning. 
-Re-Wilding Gardens. To 
encourage beneficial in¬ 
sects and the health of 
your garden, allow shrubs 


to return to their natu¬ 
ral shapes, let grass grow 
longer and permit a few 
weeds to flower, said The¬ 
resa Badurek, horticulture 
agent for Pinellas County. 
"Some of those volunteer 
weeds may be great wild- 
flowers." 

-Edible Settings. Fruit-bear¬ 
ing plants, ornamental veg¬ 
etables and edible flowers 
do double duty, adding 
beauty as well as nutrition 
to the home landscape. 
-Plants for Wildlife. 

"Most contemporary land¬ 
scapes lack diversity, so 
gardeners should choose a 
variety of plants that flow¬ 
er and fruit," Badurek said. 
Plants with berries attract 
birds, and layering plants 
of varying heights provides 
hiding places for other spe¬ 
cies. 

-Dark Foliage. Plants with 
red, purple or black leaves 
are striking additions to any 
landscape, making them 
attractive to gardeners 
looking for something new 
in 2020, said Marguerite 
Beckford, a horticulture 


agent in Sarasota County. 
-Succulents. People are 
reaching out for lesser- 


Associated Press 

known succulents that offer 
interesting shapes, textures 
and growth habits, the Uni¬ 


versity of Florida horticultur¬ 
ists say. 

-Novel Greens. Vegetable 
gardeners will be looking 
to diversify their harvests 
with leafy greens generally 
grown outside the United 
States — bok choy, mizuna 
and komatsuna among 
them, according to the 
horticulturists. 

-Landscaping for Natural 
Disasters. "Storms are be¬ 
coming more erratic and 
more feared," Tancig said. 
"Plant the kinds of trees 
around your home that re¬ 
duce risk." 

-Softer, Leafier Floral Ar¬ 
rangements. Flowers com¬ 
bined with foliage are 
gaining in popularity. ”We 
are going away from the 
bundle bouquet of solitary 
flower blooms to the soft, 
organic feel of greenery," 
said Karen Stauderman, 
an Extension horticulture 
agent for Volusia County.Q 



China mourns native paddlefish 
scientists say is now extinct 


By YANAN WANG 
Associated Press 

BEIJING (AP) — The Chinese paddlefish's 
sharp, protruding snout made it one of 
the largest freshwater species in the 
world. Since scientists declared it extinct 
in a research paper published last week, 
Chinese internet users and media outlets 
have been paying tribute to the hefty 
creature. 

"It's farewell at first sight," said China Youth 
Daily, noting that many were lamenta¬ 
bly unfamiliar with the paddlefish before 
learning of its demise. Users shared similar 
sentiments on the Twitter-like Weibo plat¬ 
form. 

So named for its distinctive shape, the 
Chinese paddlefish, or Chinese sword¬ 
fish, had a lineage dating back at least 
34 million years, scientists believe. 

It could grow as long as 7 meters (23 
feet), but in the end, it couldn't survive 
the overfishing, habitat fragmentation 
and loss of biodiversity in its native Yang¬ 
tze River, according to a research paper 
in the Science of The Total Environment, 
a peer-reviewed environmental science 
journal. 

"As no individuals exist in captivity, and 
no living tissues are conserved for poten¬ 
tial resurrection, the fish should be con¬ 
sidered extinct," the paper said, pointing 
to criteria for inclusion on the Interna¬ 
tional Union for Conservation of Nature's 
(IUCN) Red List. 

The paper was authored by scientists 



In this Nov. 11, 2016, photo provided by the 
Museum of Hydrobiological Science of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, a Chinese 
paddlefish specimen made in 1990 is seen 
on display at the Museum of Hydrobiological 
Science of the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
in Wuhan, China. 

Associated Press 

from the Chinese Academy of Fishery 
Sciences, the University of Kent and the 
University of South Bohemia in the Czech 
Republic. 

The paper said since the late 1970s Chi¬ 
nese paddlefish populations declined 
drastically. 

The decline corresponded with major 
dam construction in the Yangtze. 

During that time, the Gezhouba Dam 
was built on the main stream of the river, 
and the opening of the Three Gorges 
dam project followed in 2003 — the last 
year a live Chinese paddlefish was sight¬ 
ed. 

A survey in 2017 and 2018 found 332 fish 
species in the Yangtze, but not a single 
specimen of Chinese paddlefish. □ 
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'Holy Grail' digital effects rewinding the clock for actors 



This combination of photos shows actor Robert De Niro, left, during the filming of “The Irishman” 
and the younger version of De Niro created by Pablo Helman, visual effects supervisor at Industrial 
Light and Magic. 

Associated Press 



This combination of photos shows actor Joe Pesci, left, during 
the filming of “The Irishman” and the younger version of Pesci 
created by Pablo Helman, visual effects supervisor at Industrial 
Light and Magic. 

Associated Press 


By MATT KEMP 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — With Mar¬ 
tin Scorsese's "The Irishman" 
expected to battle "Once 
Upon a Time in... Holly¬ 
wood" and "1917" for the 
best picture Oscar in Feb¬ 
ruary, all eyes are on the 
special effects team that 
made the sprawling crime 
epic possible. 

"The Irishman" unfolds over 
decades, with the 76-year- 
old Robert De Niro and his 
co-stars playing their char¬ 
acters from their 30s into re¬ 
tirement age, a feat that's 
made the film one of 2019's 
most acclaimed movies. 

It's all possible through 
new digital de-aging tech¬ 
niques that in the past year 
in cinemas have shaved 
decades from Samuel 
L. Jackson's face and 
turned back the clock to 
the 1990s for Will Smith. 
When Monday's Academy 
Award nominations are an¬ 
nounced, "Captain Marvel" 
and "Gemini Man" could 
see their names called 
along with "The Irishman" in 
the visual effects category. 
Each film has arrived at its 
reverse aging trick through 
a different technique, 
leading some to call 2019 
a monumental year for de¬ 
aging in film. 

To many, "The Irishman" 
stands out from the field, 
thanks to its complete 
avoidance of "tracking 
markers" — dots painted 
onto actors faces which 
allow computers to math¬ 
ematically replicate facial 
movements and manipu¬ 
late them as the director 
sees fit. 

The youthful transitions of 
"The Irishman" are the work 
of Pablo Helman, visual ef¬ 
fects supervisor at Industrial 
Light and Magic, who's an 
Oscar nominee for his work 
on "Star Wars: Episode II - 
Attack of the Clones" and 
"War of the Worlds." 

Helman says the decision 
to forgo tracking markers 
came directly from Scors¬ 
ese and De Niro. 

"He's not going to wear a 
helmet with little cameras 
in there," says Helman. "He's 
going to want to be in the 
moment with Joe Pesci 
and Al Pacino on set, with 
no markers on him. So, if 


you're going to capture the 
performance, how are you 
going to do that?" 

Enter the "three-headed 
monster," a unique camera 
rig that has a director cam¬ 
era in the center and two 
"witness" cameras on either 
side shooting infrared foot¬ 
age. That allowed Helman 
to eliminate shadows cre¬ 
ated by on-set lighting. The 
shadows could potentially 
interfere with the geomet¬ 
ric facial shapes construct¬ 
ed by de-aging software. 
"You're not interrupting the 
director's thread of think¬ 
ing," explains Helman. 
"You're not changing the 
light on set, but the com¬ 
puter can see in a different 
spectrum." 

While the team at Indus¬ 
trial Light and Magic was 
working on "The Irishman," 
another group of techni¬ 
cal wizards were experi¬ 
menting with de-aging at 
Weta Digital (part of direc¬ 
tor Peter Jackson's Weta 
Workshop in New Zealand), 
creating an entirely digi¬ 
tal, 23-year-old version of 
Smith for the action movie 
"Gemini Man." "Since I start¬ 
ed visual FX 25 years ago it's 
been the Holy Grail," says 
Bill Westenhofer, one of the 
film's VFX supervisors. 

"You have that many years 
of expertise of looking at a 
human face and knowing 
what's wrong. So, to try and 


get all the different things 
together and get it to pull 
off right, that's been the 
challenge." 

To create the character of 
Junior — a younger clone 
of Smith’s assassin Henry 
Brogan — the superstar 
wore the traditional gray 
tracksuit, complimented by 
a head rig with two cam¬ 
eras capturing his facial 
expressions via tracking 
markers. "We decided (on) 
a ground up approach 
to build everything from 
scratch — from the skull all 
the way to the skin pores, all 
the way to the animation 
and the final kind of oil in 
the eyes was really the best 
approach we could take," 
says Stu Adcock, head of 


facial motion at Weta. 
Before filming commenced 
on both "Gemini Man" and 
"The Irishman," the teams 
at ILM and Weta drew up 
test footage to show the 
films' directors that what 
they were suggesting was 
possible. For "The Irishman," 
De Niro also returned to 
the 1990s, performing the 
Pink Cadillac scene from 
"Goodfellas" before being 
de-aged in post-produc¬ 
tion — convincing an initial¬ 
ly skeptical Scorsese that 
he could bring the long- 
gestating project to life. 
Helman and his team then 
spent two years looking 
through old movies and 
cataloging the targeted 
ages that De Niro, Pacino 


and Pesci would appear 
in "The Irishman." They cre¬ 
ated a program — simi¬ 
lar to that used to create 
online "deepfake" videos 
where one actor's face is 
swapped for another’s — 
which would check their 
work on the movie was 
heading in the right direc¬ 
tion, with the system "spew¬ 
ing out" hundreds of imag¬ 
es for cross-referencing. 
Creating Junior required 
Smith to spend time in a 
photogrammetry booth 
where multiple cameras 
captured his likeness as 
numerous lights fired in dif¬ 
ferent sequences, giving a 
base scan of the actor and 
analyzing the structure of 
his face from a skin pore 
level. 

Ironically, considering 
Scorsese's vocal criticism of 
Marvel movies as "not cin¬ 
ema," a similar system was 
used to de-age Jackson in 
"Captain Marvel." A young 
Nick Fury was created by 
comparing footage from 
old Jackson movies with 
the work the actor did on 
set — again, using tracking 
markers. 

"I looked at that face as, 
you know, maybe 'The Ne¬ 
gotiator' face," says Jack- 
son, referring to his 1998 
movie of the same name, 
"Fortunately for them and 
for me, I had enough stuff 
from that period in my 
life that they could use a 
bunch of different facial 
expressions and films to 
put that face together that 
made sense to people who 
knew me from that time." 
Darren Hendler, director of 
the Digital Human Group 
at Digital Domain and the 
man responsible for turning 
Josh Brolin into "Avengers" 
supervillain Thanos, was im¬ 
pressed by Jackson’s ap¬ 
pearance in the movie. 
"That's more of a 2D-image 
based approach where 
they're taking the actor's 
performance and then 
they're painting and track¬ 
ing certain frames. They’re 
still using some of the actor's 
performance directly, but 
they're modifying it. It was 
very believable. It may not 
have been exactly what 
the young Samuel Jackson 
looked like, but it definitely 
looked de-aged.'Q 
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In this Sept. 6,2016 file photo, Brazil's impeached President Dilma 
Rousseff receives flowers and gifts from supporters as she leaves 
the presidential residence, Alvorada Palace, in Brasilia, Brazil. 

Associated Press 
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Brazil documentary gets Oscar 
nomination, exposes division 


By MAURICIO SAVARESE 

Associated Press 

SAO PAULO (AP) — The 

Academy Award nomina¬ 
tion for a Brazilian docu¬ 
mentary about the im¬ 
peachment of then-Pres- 
ident Dilma Rousseff has 
laid bare the polarization 
of Latin America's largest 
democracy. 

In "The Edge of Democra¬ 
cy," 36-year-old filmmaker 
Petra Costa uses her per¬ 
sonal story to argue that 
Brazil's democracy is at 
risk after the abrupt end 
to governments led by the 
leftist Workers' Party be¬ 
tween 2003 and 2016. 
Leftists argue the accu¬ 
sation of fiscal manipula¬ 
tion of the budget against 
Rousseff is not a crime and 
not an impeachable of¬ 
fense. Right-wingers insist 
that is the case, and some 
of them argue there were 
enough problems in Rous- 
seff's administration to do 
away with it anyway. 

With Rousseff's removal 
in 2016, her conservative 
vice president, Michel Te¬ 
rrier, assumed power and 


in 2018, far-right candidate 
Jair Bolsonaro defeated 
the Workers' Party candi¬ 
date to win the presidency. 
Leftist politicians said the 
nomination validates their 
interpretation of Rousseff's 
impeachment as a soft 
coup, as Costa suggests. 
Brazil's congress had also 
impeached President Fer¬ 
nando Collor de Mello in 
1992 due to corruption 
charges, but that process 
was much less divisive. 

"The story of the 2016 coup 
that removed me from 
the presidency through a 
fraudulent impeachment 
has taken the world," Rous¬ 
seff said in a statement. 
"The movie shows how my 
removal from power - and 
the venal media and Brazil¬ 
ian political and economic 
elites charged against de¬ 
mocracy in this country - 
resulted in the rise of a far- 
right candidate in 2018." 
Rousseff's mentor, former 
President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva, who recently was 
released from jail pending 
appeal of his corruption 
conviction, praised Costa 


on Twitter for "the serious¬ 
ness in which she narrated 
this important time of our 
history." 

'Truth will prevail," he wrote. 
Conservatives fired back, 
slamming the film's veracity 
and insisting Brazil's first fe¬ 
male president deserved to 
be ousted for manipulating 
budget figures. During her 
impeachment trials, Rous¬ 
seff's popularity rating was 
in the single digits and her 
administration was largely 
blamed for the country's 
economic crisis after a de¬ 
cade of gains. 
"Congratulations to film¬ 
maker Petra Costa on her 
nomination for best fiction 
and fantasy," the Brazilian 
Social Democracy Party, 
which was instrumental in 
Rousseff's impeachment 
process, said on Twitter. 
Roberto Alvim, Bolsonaro's 
secretary of culture, also 
said Costa's documentary 
amounts to fiction and told 
local newspaper Folha de 
S.Paulo that its recogni¬ 
tion by Hollywood proves 
the culture wars are being 
waged internationally. □ 


Arizona store gives 'Star Wars' 
record back to Mark Hamill 



In this Dec. 16, 2019, file photo, Mark Hamill arrives at the world 
premiere of "Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker" in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — The 

Force was strong enough 
at an Arizona store to re¬ 
unite Luke Skywalker with 
his long-lost vinyl record. 
Actor Mark Hamill is prais¬ 
ing workers at Bookmans 
Entertainment Exchange 
in Flagstaff for returning the 
"Star Wars: A New Hope" 
soundtrack that had been 
a gift from film composer 
John Williams. 

Hamill said in a tweet Satur¬ 
day that it felt "totally unex¬ 
pected & positively surreal" 
to get back the record he 
hadn't seen since the early 
1990s. He commended the 
store about 145 miles (233 
kilometers) north of Phoenix 
for being honest and not 
selling it. 

"I happily offered to sign 
any ("Star Wars") items they 
sent me," the actor wrote. 
Williams had written on the 
vinyl's sleeve: "Dear Mark 
Hamill, May the force al¬ 
ways be with us." 


The record was one of nu¬ 
merous "Star Wars" items 
brought in by a woman 
after her father's death in 
2018, the Arizona Daily Sun 
reported. Employees at the 
Arizona-based chain that 
sells used books, movies 
and CDs tried to verify the 
signature. 

Micheil Salmons, the store's 
general manager, said they 


eventually tried reaching 
out to Hamill via social me¬ 
dia. The actor confirmed it 
was genuine, and the vinyl 
was sent back to him. 
Salmons said Hamill signed 
a DVD of "Star Wars: A New 
Hope" and two medals that 
are replicas of those given 
to his character and Han 
Solo, played by Harrison 
Ford, in the film. □ 
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Queen's summit: Key questions on Prince Harry's future 



In this Tuesday, June 26, 2018 file photo, Britain’s Queen Elizabeth, Prince Harry and Meghan, 
Duchess of Sussex pose for a group photo at the Queen’s Young Leaders Awards Ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace in London. 


By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The crisis 
gripping Britain's royal fam¬ 
ily over Prince Harry’s plan 
to step down from royal du¬ 
ties moved to Queen Eliza¬ 
beth M’s rural retreat in east¬ 
ern England Monday after¬ 
noon. The 93-year-old mon¬ 
arch summoned Prince 
Charles, heir to the throne, 
and his sons, princes William 
and Harry, to Sandringham 
House to thrash out difficult 
issues. The queen said after 
the meeting that the family 
respects the couple’s deci¬ 
sion, but many important 
matters haven’t been re¬ 
solved. 

Here are some key ques¬ 
tions regarding the cou¬ 
ple's future: 

WHY HAVE THEIR PLANS 
CAUSED A CRISIS? 

Prince Harry and Meghan, 
formally known as the Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex, 
are charismafic senior roy¬ 
als known throughout the 
world. Many saw them as 
playing a vital role in build¬ 
ing the monarchy’s popu¬ 
larity with future genera¬ 
tions. But they both seem 
disillusioned and unhappy 
and have now said they 
want to step back from 
royal duties, become fi¬ 
nancially independent, 
and spend much of their 
time in North America. This 
has caused a fissure at the 
highest ranks of the world’s 
best known royal family. 
CAN THEY BREAK AWAY 
FROM TAXPAYER SUPPORT? 
Harry and Meghan have 
said on their website that 
they will no longer use a 
fund called the Sovereign 
Grant to pay for a small 
part of their office costs. 
The grant is provided by 
Britain's Treasury to fund 


the monarchy — last year 
it totalled more than 80 mil¬ 
lion pounds ($104 million). 
The couple said they would 
still use public money to 
pay for official overseas 
trips carried out at the re¬ 
quest of the government 
and continue to use the 
recently renovated Frog- 
more Cottage as their U.K. 
base — if the queen agrees 
to allow them to use what 
is part of the Crown Estate. 
The queen said in a state¬ 
ment Monday that Harry 
and Meghan “have made 
clear that they do not want 
to be reliant on public 
funds in their new lives,” but 
said many details remain to 
be worked out. 

WILL PRINCE CHARLES KEEP 
HELPING OUT? 

Each year, Charles receives 
a substantial amount of 
revenue from fhe Duchy of 
Cornwall esfate that was 


established in 1337. He's 
not allowed to sell any of 
ifs considerable assets, but 
he receives income from 
it each year and uses it to 
fund many of his activities, 
along with those of his wife 
Camilla, William and his 
wife Kate, and Harry and 
Meghan. Last year the in¬ 
come amounted to more 
than 20 million pounds. It is 
not at all clear that Charles 
would want to provide ex¬ 
tensive support for Harry, 
35, and Meghan, 38, if they 
are no longer carrying out 
royal duties. The queen's 
statement didn’t address 
this difficult matter. 

CAN MEGHAN PROFIT FROM 
HER CELEBRITY STATUS? 
There is very little doubt 
that Meghan would be a 
very attractive brand am¬ 
bassador for some of the 
top fashion and fragrance 
houses, and potentially be 


Associated Press 

on a par with the likes of 
Julia Roberts, Nicole Kid¬ 
man and Keira Knightley. 
But any overtly financial ar¬ 
rangement like this could 
easily clash with any royal 
duties Meghan and Harry 
have said they plan to con¬ 
tinue on a part-time basis. 
It could also appear un¬ 
seemly for a royal fo cash in 
like this. It’s not clear if the 
queen and the rest of the 
family would be comfort¬ 
able with this approach to 
financial independence. 
WHO WILL PAY FOR THEIR 
SECURITY? 

Armed security for senior 
royals is provided by a spe¬ 
cial unit of the Metropolitan 
Police and other agencies. 
This is paid for by taxpayers, 
but officials do not provide 
a breakdown of costs, pre¬ 
ferring to keep the opera¬ 
tional details confidential. 
The expense would cer¬ 


tainly rise if if involves de¬ 
ploying a protection team 
to Canada or the U.S. for 
months at a time. Harry and 
Meghan point out on their 
website that this protection 
is “mandated” by Britain's 
Home Office. If is not clear 
if the couple has the op¬ 
tion of dropping its official 
profecfion and personally 
paying for any security they 
feel is warranted for them¬ 
selves and their infant son 
Archie. 

WILL THEY STILL BE ROYAL? 

Another question relates 
to whether they will retain 
their titles as His Royal High¬ 
ness and Her Royal High¬ 
ness. These are very high 
status titles, but the status 
they convey also greatly 
increases press scrutiny, 
which Harry and Meghan 
say they want to avoid be¬ 
cause of its intrusive nature. 
It’s possible they could give 
up the titles voluntarily. It’s 
also possible the queen 
and others might feel they 
should give up their most 
prestigious titles if fhey are 
withdrawing from royal ob¬ 
ligations. The queen's brief 
statement didn’t address 
the question of titles, but 
made clear they would still 
remain “a valued part of 
my family." 

WHAT ABOUT THEIR TAX SIT¬ 
UATION? 

Harry and Meghan each 
have substantial assets of 
their own and any move to 
Canada could have a sub¬ 
stantial impact on their tax 
liability. 

They could both be re¬ 
quired to pay Canadian 
taxes if they spend sub¬ 
stantial amounts of time in 
that country. Canada is a 
Commonwealth country 
where the queen is head of 
stateO 


Ronan Farrow among nominees for book critic prizes 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ronan 
Farrow has already won a 
Pulifzer Prize and George 
Polk Award for his reporting 
on Harvey Weinstein and 
the #MeToo movement. 
Now he’s up for a literary 
honor, a National Book 
Critics Circle award. 

Farrow was among the 
nominees announced this 
weekend by the NBCC. 


His “Catch and Kill: Lies, 
Spies, and a Conspiracy to 
Protect Predators,” which 
tracks his reporting on al¬ 
legations of sexual harass¬ 
ment and assault against 
Weinstein, is a finalist in au¬ 
tobiography. 

Critics also nominated 
Chanel Miller’s “Know My 
Name,” the acclaimed 
memoir by the woman sex¬ 


ually assaulted by Stanford 
University student Brock 
Turner. 

The NBCC announced five 
nominees in each of six 
competitive categories, 
from fiction to poetry to 
criticism. 

Winners will be announced 
March 12. 

Sarah Broom’s memoir 
“The Yellow House," winner 


of a National Book Award 
for nonfiction last fall, re¬ 
ceived the John Leonard 
Prize for besf firsf book. 

The New Yorker’s Katy 
Waldman was awarded 
the Nona Balakian Citation 
for Excellence in Reviewing 
and the poet-novelist Nao¬ 
mi Shibab Nye was given 
the Ivan Sandrof Lifetime 
Achievement Award. □ 



This Oct. 15, 2018 file photo 
shows Journalist Ronan 
Farrow at the 25th Annual 
ELLE Women in Hollywood 
Celebration in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 














TUESDAY 14 JANUARY 


fl32 lFEATURE 



Oklahoma program offers rescue for horses, other equine 


By SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 
EDMOND, Okla. (AP) — 

When Ken Friend learned a 
job transfer meant moving 
his family to California from 
the small farm they'd been 
living on in rural Oklahoma, 
he knew he'd have to find 
new homes for his animals. 
In addition to the four dogs 
Friend had adopted over 
the 14 years he and his wife 
lived in Tecumseh, they also 
had four horses who en¬ 
joyed free rein on 80 acres 
(32 hectares) of Oklahoma 
pasture. Friend managed 
to find homes for two of his 
dogs and gave away one 
of his riding horses, but he 
struggled to find a home for 
his longtime pal, a 28-year- 
old appendix quarter horse 
named Indigo. "That horse 
was my buddy," Friend said. 
"I rode him for years, and I 
just couldn't see giving him 
to anybody." 

After months of searching 
with no luck. Friend turned 
to a new equine rescue 
facility operated by the 
American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to An¬ 
imals. The nonprofit agency 
says the pilot program is the 
first of its kind in the U.S. that 
will accept any horse, no 
matter its condition. 

Experts say the problem 
facing equine owners like 
Friend is a growing one 
across the country, some¬ 
times leading to horses 
starving to death. Just in 



In this Thursday, Dec. 12,2019 photo, Katrina Friend works with a horse at Nexus Equine in Edmond, 
Okla. 

Associated Press 


recent months, prosecu¬ 
tors filed criminal charges 
in cases involving cruelty 
to horses in Colorado,Illinois 
and Vermont. In one case 
in Pennsylvania, starving 
horses with no food were 
found eating tree roots and 
fence posts. Several years 
ago Oklahoma ended a 
50-year ban on the slaugh¬ 
ter of horses, with advo¬ 
cates for the change cit¬ 
ing the growing situation of 
horses being abandoned in 
their old age. The problem 
can become more acute 
in states with volatile econ¬ 
omies, like Alaska, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Wy¬ 



In this Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019 photo, Tom Persechino, Ameri¬ 
can Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals' director of 
equine welfare, walks in a paddock with some newly acquired 
miniature horses at Nexus Equine, in Edmond, Okla. 

Associated Press 



In this Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019 photo, Tom Persechino, American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals' director of equine welfare, walks in a paddock with some newly acquired 
miniature horses at Nexus Equine, in Edmond, Okla. 

Associated Press 


oming or Oklahoma, which 
rely heavily on the energy 
industry. Some horse own¬ 
ers might lose a job or fam¬ 
ily income, or even grow 
too old to properly care for 
a horse, said Dr. Dan Burba, 
head of the Oklahoma 
State University's Veterinary 
Clinical Sciences Depart¬ 
ment. "There are owners 
with neither the room, time 
or resources to keep these 
animals through their lon¬ 
gevity," Burba said. "Horses 
now, with the care they're 
receiving, they're living lon¬ 
ger, there's more of them 
out there, and it some¬ 
times gets to a point where 
owners say, 'This horse is 
too old for me to keep,' or 
'It's taking a lot more care 
from me than I can afford.' 
"These are the populations 


of horses that are at risk." 

A collaborative study con¬ 
ducted last year showed 
nearly 5,000 horses were 
received at various res¬ 
cue facilities during a six- 
month period in 2018, with 
nearly 90% of those horses 
ending up adopted. The 
study showed many of the 
horses were seized by law 
enforcement. Located on 
gently rolling hills on the 
outskirts of the Oklahoma 
City suburb of Edmond, the 
pilot facility in Oklahoma 
already has taken in more 
than 50 animals, mostly 
horses, but also some don¬ 
keys, said Thomas Persechi¬ 
no, ASPCA's director of 
equine welfare. 

"In a good number of situ¬ 
ations, people hold on to 
their horses longer than 
they anticipated because 
they don't have the option 
of taking it somewhere," he 
said. "For some people, that 
horse may end up in an at- 
risk situation and go some¬ 
place where the owner 
never intended it to go." 
Among the animals avail¬ 
able to be adopted are 
two donkeys, Albert and 
Yankee, miniatures like 
Tomahawk and Jack Frost, 
and about a dozen horses. 
A similar pilot program in 
Dallas last year helped 
nearly 60 equines in less 
than six months, Persechino 
said. About 30% of those 
were relinquished due to 
health reasons and had to 
be euthanized upon arrival, 
but nearly all the rest were 
successfully adopted into 
new homes. 

The main reasons people 
bring horses to the facility, 
Persechino said, are that 
owners are physically un¬ 
able to provide them with 
proper care, the horses are 
too sick or the owners are 
moving. Friend's horse. In¬ 
digo, one of the first to be 
taken into the facility, has 
been placed with an Ed¬ 
mond family and renamed 
Amos. "They send me pic¬ 
tures. He's put on a little 
bit of weight, he's looking 
happy and things are go¬ 
ing great," Friend said from 
his new home in California. 
"They stay in touch with me, 
which I appreciate, so I 
know he's well taken care 
of.'Q 















































